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About The Authors 


At the age of ten Alan Hartley became a keen stamp collector swapping 
stamps with his friends at school. One of these friends also collected coins 
and he sparked an interest in Alan to do likewise. Whilst Alan was in his 
twenties the P.O. started to issue many more sets of commemorative stamps 
than it had done, reducing their collectibillity value. When this happened he 
turned his attentions further to coin collecting, a hobby which he has now 
followed for many years resulting in a collection containing nearly two 
thousand coins. 


Alan Hartley has written has several other books including two books on 
Fish Keeping, one on The Game Of darts and his Autobiography. He started 
writing at the age of about 35 when he ran an aquatic department within a 
garden centre. The newspaper that he advertised his business in asked him to 
write some articles on fish keeping, for the pets page, which were accepted 
and published and this started him on a new career. 


Andrew Lucas is best described as a frustrated young artist forced to follow 
a career in retailing which does not inspire him, unlike his passion for 
drawing. It is this passion that has led him to produce the ink drawings 
which illustrate this book. 


Andrew is something of a history buff who delights in drawing timber 
framed buildings and historical town plans. It is his interest in history that 
led him into the hobby of coin collecting. Whereas Alan Hartley collects 
what most numismatists would call modern coins AndrewG interest lies in 
the earlier Roman, Saxon, Medieval etc. He has collaborated with Alan 
Hartley to produce this book entitled ACoin Collecting For Beginners.O 


Foreword 


It is hoped that ACoin Collecting For BeginnersO will encourage more young 
people into a hobby that is often considered to be a pastime for old men and 
thought to be to ADryOand boring for young people. 


This book then is aimed at absolute beginners to the hobby of coin collecting 
and it is acknowledged that a lot of these new hobbyists will be teenagers so 
the book does not go into tedious encyclopedic detail. It does however 
remain informative with an easy to read style and is illustrated throughout 
with drawings and relevant pictures, especially in the coin identifying 
section near the back, and as such can be used as a reference book to identify 
foreign coins. 


Coin Collecting For Beginners concentrates on what dealers would consider 
Pmodern coinsO that is the coinage of the milled series, ie; British coins since 
1656. Foreign coins considered are even more recent, ie; those since 1900. 


The book starts with a useful list of the rulers of Britain going back to 
Roman times and then follows on with a brief history of coins. A section on 
Pre-Decimal coinage and the advent of the Euro continues the historic 
theme. The Euro has meant big changes in European currencies which have 
not always been for the best. In fact a lot of financial problems have been 
blamed on it but it is now recognized as a major currency and as such 
deserves a mention in this book. One page takes a light hearted look at its 
phenomenal rise in value in the Vatican State. 


A section on the British Royal Mint also discusses the production of coins 
including how they are designed. Some interesting information on mints 
around the world and brief notes on museums housing coin collections worth 
seeing follows. 


The actual collecting of coins is an interesting topic which is covered from 
all angles with some tips on which coins may be worth looking out for in 
your change. A brief section on collecting coins for an investment is covered 
with tips on how to buy coins at the best price. 


This book on coin collecting takes a look at many different aspects of coin 
collecting including Maundy Money, housing a collection, grading and 
handling coins. An informative and yet light hearted approach to the subject 
of coin forgeries makes for interesting reading. 


Eventually there will come a time when a coin collection has to be disposed 
of for whatever reason and this too is dealt with sympathetically, with a few 
words of advice on how it may be passed down the generations. 


The book also gives another alternative to selling at an auction and suggests 
that the collection is used to start a small business in early retirement 
perhaps. 
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The Reigns Of Kings And Queens Of Britain 


Celtic Period 150BC-40AD 
Roman 43 AD-411AD 
Anglo Saxon 


Norman Kings 1066-1154 
William I, William II Henry I, Stephen 


Plantagenet Kings 1154-1399 
Henry II, Richard I, John, Henry III 
Edward I,Edward I, Edward I, Richard I 


House Of Lancaster 1399-1461 
Henry IV, Henry v, HenryVI 


House Of York 1461-1485 
Edward IV, Edward V, Richard III 


House Of Tudor 1485-1603 
Henry VII, Henry VII, Edward VI, Mary, 
Phillip & Mary, Elizabeth I 


House Of Stuart 1603-1714 
James I, Charles [Oliver Cromwell, 
MILLED RANGE OF COINAGE 


Charles II 1660-85 
James II 1685-88 
William & Mary 1688-95 
William II 1695-1702 


Anne 1702-14 


House Of Hanover 
George I 

George II 

George III 

George IV 
William IV 
Victoria 


House Of Saxe-Coburg-Gothia 
Edward VII 


House Of Windsor 
George V 

Edward VIII 
George VI 
Elizabeth II 


1714-27 
1727-60 
1760-1820 
1820-30 
1830-37 
1837-1901 


1901-10 


1910-36 
1936 
1936-52 
1952- 


A Brief History Of Coins 


The first minting of coins is believed to have been done in Lydia in the State 
of Anatolia around the 6" century BC in Asia Minor. Before this all trade 
was performed by exchanging goods for lumps of precious metal such as 
gold or silver. This was awkward because there was no guarantee as to the 
purity of the metal being exchanged. So coins were made out of a metal 
called Electrum which is a mixture of silver and gold and they were of a 
certified purity and weight. The coins were crudely fashioned and stamped 
by hand with an official design to guarantee their authenticity. 


The Greeks were the next peoples to improve the coinage system with their 
DrachmaG made out of 67 grains of silver which portrayed illustrations of 
their gods or goddesses. 


Next came the Romans in 212 BC with their Denarius and later their gold 
Aureus in 87 BC which portrayed Emporors. The Roman coins continued 
until about the 5" century AD. 


Roman Coins Had Portraits of the Rulers 


After the Romans left Britain the various kings ruling minted their own 
coins. Perhaps the most important was the Anglo Saxon penny minted by 
King Offa of Mercia. 


The silver penny was the only coin in 
circulation for some 500 years. To get a 
smaller value coin people used to cut the 
penny in half or quarters. Many of these 
cut coins have been found over the years 
so we know it was common practice. The 
penny contained 22 ¥2 grains of silver and 
was to become the foundation of British 
coinage for centuries to come. In the 8" 
century it was decreed that 240 sterlings, which were the coin of the day, 
were to weigh | pound. This Pound of Sterlings became shortened to a 
pound sterling which we still talk of today and the sterling became the penny 
hence 240 pennies made a pound. The silver used to make the sterlings was 
of a particular fineness and came to be known as sterling silver. The £1 of 
coins were convertible into an ingot of silver until 1817 when the British 
government substituted a gold coin weighing 7.32 grams. 


From the 1300s onwards a range of coins were 
used in Britain including Ryals, Angels, Groats, 
Shillings, Nobles etc. Nobles were made of 22 
carat gold and worth 6/8d. The coins were very 
soft and prone to wearing with handling but as they 
were such a high value only the very rich 
possessed these coins and many have survived in 
good condition to this day. The Noble may not 
seem to have been worth much when converted 
into modern day coin values but when one realizes 
that it would have probably bought a house it puts 
things into perspective. Of course in those days 
they did not have cheques or even paper money for 
issuing large sums for big transactions as might 
occur in buying a horse and cart for instance. 
Instead everything had to be bought with coins. 
Guineas were in circulation for several hundred 
years until around the 1800s when the sovereign 
came into regular use. 
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Coins were struck by hand until a milling system was invented in Italy in the 
1500s. The machines punched out uniform round blank metal discs and the 
screw presses were used for impressing the 

coins with their designs. These machines revolutionized coinage production 
but the practice was not adopted in Britain until 1656 when the first milled 
coins were produced. 


The discovery of the Americas with their huge mineral wealth lead to an 
abundance of gold and silver being mined and used for coin production all 
over the world. North America did not develop its own mint until 1792 and 
instead used British currency along with other countries coins. 


In 1797 king George 3™ decided that the penny and two pence should have 
a real value although they were copper coins so they were made out of an 
equivalent value of copper which was quite an expensive metal in those 
days. However they were very large, heavy coins and became known 
unkindly as ACartwheeld pennies and two pences. Their weight made them 
unpopular and they were discontinued after only one year. 


In Britain the gold standard continued to be used until 1931 when it was 
abandoned although it had been withdrawn several times before and then re- 
instated. The content of silver in the coinage was first reduced in 1918 to 
50% and later removed altogether in1947. Modern silver coins contain no 
silver at all but are made out of cupro-nickel. This practice of debasing the 
coinage has been adopted throughout the world with only a handful of 
countries still using silver coins. 


Traditionally English coins have displayed heraldic designs on them but 
Edward the VIII decided he wanted his coins to feature Royal animals such 
as a Stag, sturgeon, eagle and wren. He became king in 1936 and abdicated 
in December of that year so although trial coins were minted no general 
circulation coins were issued. These trials hold pride of place in the Royal 
Mints collection. The design of the wren on the farthing coin was retained 
and used on the George V1 farthing. Another break with tradition would 
have occurred had Edward the VII remained king. Since Charles II the 
portraits of successive monarchs on British coins have faced opposite 
directions to their predecessors. 


However Edward VIIl liked his portrait to face to the left although it should 
have faced right. The trial coins minted for his reign show this. 


Coins did not develop in the far east in the same way as the west. In China 
tokens were used which had no intrinsic value unlike the gold and silver 
coins of the western countries. These copper ACashO tokens as they were 
called were used for nearly 2000 years until 1889 when silver coins were 
minted in the European style. These Cash tokens gave rise to the English 
word for money called ACash.6 The other very important eastern economy of 
today, Japan, did not adopt western type coinage either until 1870. 


Paper money only developed in Britain relatively recently since the 1800s 
but has been in use in China since the 9" century. Notes have the advantage 
over coins that with modern day printing techniques they can be made very 
difficult to forge whereas coins are relatively easy if the value is high 
enough 


However as time passes with the inflation of modern times the notes become 
uneconomical to print and are replaced with coins. This has happened with 
the ten shilling and one pound notes and it seems there are already moves 
afoot to replace the five pound note with a coin as we now have a 
commemorative five pound coin. 


Pre-decimal British Coins And Their Common Names 


@ © o Predecimal coins 
from the halfpenny to 


». LE the halfcrown used 
ely, S\ fame until 1971 


Farthing. 
This was last issued in 1956, was withdrawn in 1960 and was worth 4 ofa 
penny. This meant that there were 960 to a pound. However even during the 
second world war it had real purchasing power as farthing buns were sold. 


Half Penny. 
The last half penny was minted in as late as 1967 just 4 years prior to 
decimalization. 


Penny. 

There were 240 pennies to the pound or twelve to a shilling. Nowadays the 
penny might seem worthless but even during the second world war it would 
buy a children& comic commonly called a APenny Dreadful.OIn later years 
around Guy Fawkes night children would make AGuys0 out of old clothes 
stuffed with newspaper and stand on the street calling out NA penny for the 
guyOas a means of raising money to buy fireworks. 

The penny, halfpenny and farthing were for many years made out of copper 
which gave rise to the phrase that beggars would call out ACan you spare a 
copper or two guv?0 Nowadays the so called copper coins have a steel core 
and are merely copper plated because of the cost. 


Cartwheel Penny. 

This was a very large heavy penny minted only in 1797 out of one pennies 
worth of copper. It proved unpopular because of its weight so was 
abandoned after only one year. 


Cartwheel Two pence. 

This, like the above penny was made from copper and extremely heavy. It 
was also withdrawn after only one year. It was unkindly called ACartwheelO 
because it seemed as big as a cartwheel to carry. 


Thrupenny Bit 

This was of course another spelling for the threepence coin made out of 
silver until 1944 when it changed to nickel-brass. The earlier silver 
threepence was commonly called a Joey after the name for a baby kangeroo 
because of its small size. It was finally withdrawn in 1971. 


Groat. 

This was another name for the fourpence coin issued until late in Victorias 
reign in 1888. It was made from silver but is not particularly valuable from a 
collectors point of view unless in good condition except for odd years. 


Tanner. 

This was the common name for the sixpence which was again made out of 
silver until 1920 when it became 50% nickel and all nickel in 1948. The 
sixpence was withdrawn in 1980 after decimalization. 


Bob. 

The Bob was a Shilling piece worth 12 pence or 1/20" of a pound. At first 
like all the following so called silver coins it was made out of silver and then 
debased as was the sixpence. Bob a Job Week became a popular fund raising 
time for the Scout movement with the scouts performing tasks for 

neighbours such as cutting the lawn or washing the car for a Bob. This coin 
was withdrawn in 1990. 


Two Bob Bit or Florrin. 

This was the two shilling piece worth 1/10" of a pound. The Two Shilling 
and One Shilling were not withdrawn immediately when Britain went 
decimal but only a few years ago. The two shilling was Britain's first 
decimal coin issued in 1849 


Half Crown. 

This was worth half a Crown which was a five shilling piece so it was worth 
two shillings and sixpence. The Two Shillings, Half Crown and Crown 
especially are very collectable coins with some of the older ones worth 


hundreds of pounds in good condition. The half crown was withdrawn in 
1969 


Double Florrin. 
This was issued for a short period in Victoria reign and was worth four 
shillings. 


Crown. 

This was made out of silver until 1937 when it was withdrawn from general 
circulation and from then on only issued as a commemorative coin. The 5 
shilling coin continued as a popular souvenir for many years but in 1990 its 
value was changed to five pounds because of inflation although it remained 
the same size. 
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Ten Bob Note. 


This was worth ten shillings and was the first thing to be withdrawn and 
replaced by a 50p piece in 1969 just before Britain went decimal. 


Half Sovereign. 

This was as its name suggests worth half a sovereign or ten shillings and was 
made out of gold. Issuing ceased in 1926 except for a few specially minted 
for collectors. 


Sovereign. 

This was Britains first one pound coin and was made out of gold. It was in 
general circulation until 1932 after which it has been made most years for 
collectors only. 


A Gold 


Sovereign Dated 
2001 


Guinea. 
This was again made out of gold but was withdrawn in 1813. It@ value was 
21 shillings. 


Other coins have been issued such as fractions of a farthing which are not 
particularly noteworthy as they were only issued for a short period. Several 
more gold coins have at one time or another been in circulation such as five 
guineas, two pounds, half guineas etc but these are very expensive to 
purchase at todays prices and therefore out of the reach of most beginners. 


Decimalization 


People believe that decimalization of the British coins was a new idea but it 
was not. The process had first been started back in 1849 with the issuing of a 
2/- coin of florrin as it was called. This was 1/10" of a pound and for a 
number of years stated as much on the coin. However nothing more was 
done until the 50p was issued to replace the ten shilling note in 1969 as a run 
up to 1971. 


The first decimal 
coins to be issued 
showing MNNew 
PenceO 


The Ten Shilling 
note replaced by 
the 50p coin 


In 1971 Great Britain& coinage went decimal. That is to say that the pound 
became made up of 100 new pence instead of 20 shillings. It may seem a 
difficult conversion rate of one new penny to 2.4 old but it was quite easy to 
adopt really because one shilling was exactly equal to 5 new pence and the 5 
new pence coin was the same size as the shilling. The same happened with 
the 10 pence and the two shilling. Even the sixpence was used as a 2 ¥2 
pence for a few years until it was withdrawn. 
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The last pound 
note to be issued 
which was 


replaced by the 
pound coin 


The first decimal coins of 1971 had the word fANew PenceOon them to 
signify the new value of the penny. In 1982 this was dropped and a 20p was 
added to the range of coins. It was not until 1983 that the pound note was 
replaced with a coin due to inflation. The Crown, which had always been a 
popular commemorative coin, was revalued at 25p but in 1990 this too had 
its value increased because the mint said that it was too expensive to make. 
The new value was set at £5. 1986 saw the introduction of a new 
commemorative coin and that was the £2. The Royal Mint wanted to make it 
a circulation coin but it was not adopted as such until 1997 and still is not 
popular with a lot of people today. 
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The Currencies Of Europe Prior To The EURO And Their 
New Euro Designs 


Austria 


With the break up of the Austro-Hungarian empire in 1924 and the hyper- 
inflation that followed which made the Kroner worthless, the Schilling was 
introduced. When Austria became part of the Third Reich it was temporarily 
removed and then re-instated in 1945 after independence. 


Belgium 


The Belgian Franc started its life associated with the French Franc and was 
made independent in 1832. 


Finland 


Finland was originally part of the Russian empire and became an 
autonomous grand duchy enabling it to introduce its own currency of the 
Markka in 1862. 
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FinlandG 1 and 2 Euro Coins 


France 


The Franc was first introduced during the 100 Years War with Britain in 
1360. The name changed over the next 400 years but was re-instated in the 
revolution in 1795. The word Franc originally meant free. In the 19506 
there was a movement to replace it with the ALivred which meant pound and 
the currency was to be linked to English Sterling to give it added strength. 


Germany 


The Mark lost all its value with hyper-inflation in the 19206. In fact in 1924 
there were 4.2 billion Marks to the US Dollar and workers collected their 
wages in wheelbarrows. The currency changed so fast in value that money 
had to be spent as soon as it was received for it to buy anything. Prices in 
shops were changed hourly. The Mark crashed again in world war two and 
was rescued by foreign nations. It was renamed the Deutschmark. 


20 


GermanyG Euro Design 
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Greece 


The Greek Drachma is Europe oldest currency dating back to several 
centuries B.C. Drachma comes from the Greek word for handful but during 
World War Two it was wheelbarrows full of coins and notes that were 
needed to buy anything because like Germany Greece suffered from hyper- 
inflation. There were 1,219 billion DrachmaG to the Pound in 1944. The 
Drachma was revalued at 50 billion old to each new. 


Ireland 


The Irish Punt was established in 1928 with Irelands independence from 
Britain. The Punt however kept its ties to the British pound until 1979. 
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Italy 


The Lira started its life in 1860 but like many currencies suffered from high 
inflation in the 19206. Mussolini tried to stop the fall of the Lira but periods 
of high inflation still followed which made it a very low value currency until 
it was replaced by the EURO. 


Italy has different designs on each Euro coin 


Luxembourg 


The Luxembourg Franc came from its Belgian counterpart and was set up in 
1848. Since 1921 it has been tied to the Belgian Franc. 


Netherlands 


The modern Guilder was introduced in 1816 although it has its roots back in 
medieval times. The coins were some of the first in Europe to bear an edge 
inscription to prevent clipping. 


22 


Holland Euro features Queen Beatrix 


Portugal 


In 1910 after the overthrow of the monarchy the Escudo was introduced. A 
Military coup followed a massive fraud with fake 500 escudo notes in 1925 
but the currency survived. 


Spain 


The Peso was replaced in 1868 with the peseta. In the 19306 there was a 
civil war which split the currency into Nationalist and Republican forms. 
After this the Bank of Spain issued new notes and coins. During Franco 
dictatorship the peseta suffered a terrible devaluation in 1967. 
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The Advent Of The EURO 


For some years now the European Community or Common Market as it was 
called has been moving towards a common currency. In the 19906 it was 
proposed to call this currency the ECU or European Currency Unit. In 1992 
trial coins were minted around Europe but the ECU was not adopted. The 
word ECU had been used before referring to a mediaeval coin which 
circulated widely throughout Europe. ECU was a derivation of the Latin 
word scutum meaning shield which featured on the coins. ECU was also 
seen as a French sounding word and therefore appealed to the community. 


A European Currency was proposed by the Swiss finance minister Mr Feer 
Herzog in France some 132 years ago in March 1870. It took until 2002 
before it was finally introduced in the form of the EURO. Before its 
introduction into general circulation the Euro had been used for trade by 
industry and commerce a few years earlier. On the first of January 2002 12 
European countries introduced the new currency and started to withdraw 
their old currency. The countries to first adopt the EURO were Austria, 
Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, Portugal and Spain. It was proposed that as other members of 
the community met the financial criteria they would also adopt the EURO. 


Quite a lot of British industry would like to see Britain adopt the EURO and 
the Labour government currently in power would also like to see this 
happen. It has been said that there would be big benefits for the travel 
industry as people going on holidays would be able to use one currency 
throughout Europe, but, this is really only a small benefit and the population 
in general at the time of writing this do not appear to be in favour. The 
government have persuaded many of the larger high street retailers to take 
the EURO along with the pound for easy shopping for foreign tourists. But 
in the first few weeks of issue there was much confusion by participating 
shops and one newspaper reporter who got fed up of trying to spend 
EUROG found that even a tramp that he offered them to would not accept 
them. 
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The issuing of a new currency to 300 million people was a massive 
undertaking and involved the minting of some 50 billion coins and 14 billion 
bank notes prior to 2002. The old currencies were withdrawn within 2 
months of the start of the changeover. To help people get used to the EURO, 
packs of coins were sold by banks and POG in the months prior to its issue. 


The Euro 
Notes issued 


for 2002 


The EURO fluctuates in value against the pound as does any currency but its 
value is approximately 60p. The EURO is divided into 100 cents so this 
means that | cent is worth just over 1/2p. The coins issued in the series 
consist of 1,2,5,10,20 and 50 cent pieces and 1 and 2 EURO coins. 


One And Two Euro Coins (Not actual size shown) 


Above this value notes are issued up to 500 EUROG which is worth about 
£300. The high value notes gave rise to fears of a forgers paradise. However 
police assured the community that the hi-tech security devices included in 
the notes such as holograms and ink which changes colour when tilted, along 
with other devices only known to the police and banks, would prevent 
successful forgery attempts. 
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However within the first few days of issue a young girl found a forged note 
on the floor of a railway carriage although it was said to be a poor copy. 

By the 1“ of January 2002 some 5 million EUROG had been stolen from 
various sites, some of which would have been destined for criminal gangs to 
use to copy. It was believed that the general public would not be familiar 
enough with the new notes to spot forgeries easily in the first few months of 
issue. 


In Britain prior to 2002 it was estimated that the British people had millions 
of pounds worth of European currency hidden in draws in their homes which 
had been brought back from holidays and was potentially worthless to them. 
Many British charities saw an opportunity to raise money, so they made an 
appeal to the public to donate their old foreign coins and notes. Many 
collection sites were organised and large sums were raised by all concerned 
with the charities converting the foreign coins and notes back into Stirling. 


The Pope And The Euro 


Although the EuroG life so far has been short it has been blamed for many 
financial problems that have followed its issue in 2002. It has become 
established as a major currency and is a central part of much of European 
life but its value does fluctuate up and down like any other currency. 


However in one little corner of Europe its value has climbed ever upwards. 
The Vatican city, although a part of Italy has a certain amount of 
independence and issues its own coins featuring the head of the current 
Pope, Pope John Paul I. The Euros are legal tender but are issued in such 
small numbers and are so collectible that a set regularly sells for some £900. 
In recent months the Archbishop of Paris, who runs a Christian cable TV 
station, has been trying to recruit technicians who would be able to go to 
Rome at short notice to cover the death of the Pope. Coin collectors across 
Europe have come to the belief that he knows something about the Popes 
health that they donG and so they are clamouring for Vatican coins before a 
new Pontiff is elected featuring a new Popes head. This has sent values for 
the current Euros soaring and they have been sold for as much as £5,250 a 
set.( Some six times issue price) 
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The Royal Mint 


A Brief History 


Both 
Sides Of 
An Early 


Roman 
Coin 


The first mint in Britain was established by the Romans at the end of the 
third century AD but production did not last long. After 650 AD a London 
mint was set up but it was not until the reign of Alfred The Great in 871 that 
it became firmly established as a part of the financial structure of the 
economy of Britain. 


There were also many provincial mints at places like Bristol, Exeter, 
Chester, Norwich and York to name but a few. Indeed as many as 70 mints 
existed in the Middle Ages after the Norman conquests. There was very little 
regulation on coin production with Noblemen as well as cities and local 
authorities all minting their own coins. 


Gradually the number of mints declined and by the middle of the thirteenth 
century most minting was performed at either London or Canterbury. The 
London mint had been moved to secure quarters in the Tower Of London by 
1279 where it was to stay for the next 500 years. 


A Hammer Struck 
Coin Minting 


Block And Dies 
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Coins were struck by hand with the use of dies and a hammer until the 
16606 when during the reign of King Charles the second machinery was 
introduced. The machines included rolling mills and coin presses which 
revolutionised coin production making it much faster and cheaper to produce 
coins. Also coins could be made to a higher standard and new techniques 
could be used to defeat forgery. 


After this mechanisation of the minting process had taken place it was 
decided that the mint needed more spacious accommodation and so a 
purpose built factory at Tower Hill was constructed which was completed in 
1811. 


Buildings were added over the years until little remained of the original 
structures but even so it was decided that as Decimalization approached in 
1971 a new mint would have to be built to cope with the massive coin 
production needed. A site was chosen near to Cardiff in South Wales at a 
village called Llantrisant. 


The new production facility is built along the lines of a modern factory with 
all the machinery and dangers that this entails, so, although tours used to be 
given to the public, health and safety legislation has meant that these have 
been stopped and only one or two guided tours are made each year to a 
select few. 


The public can however visit the mints own little shop dedicated to the sale 
of the mints own products. At the site of the Royal Mint in Llantisant there 
is also a museum which houses some of the best numismatic exhibits in the 
world. 


The Royal Mint operates in many ways like any other business and to this 
end it strikes coins for many other countries on a regular financial basis. 
Since 1975 the Royal Mint has been operating as a Government Trading 
Fund which is like a Government owned company. 
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Minting Coins 
The Design Stage. 


Every new coin design starts its life as a drawing in 2 dimensions. From this 
a 3 dimensional plaster of paris cast is made which takes about two weeks to 
produce. The design at this stage is between 6 and 10 times the finished size 
of the coin and the cast is in reverse. Next a cast is made in normal view and 
the design is examined by an advisory committee chaired, at the moment, by 
Prince Phillip. The occasions for which new coin issues are produced is 
decided upon by the master of the mint who is also the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. All coin issues are subject to final approval by the queen. 


Sometimes a cast has to be altered at various stages because of minor 
imperfections or simply to improve the design. When the engraving is 
finished a rubber mould is taken and an electroform is grown onto it. This is 
done by covering the mould with nickel foil and then immersing it into a 
solution of copper for four or five days. After the plating is complete the 
electroform is placed into a reducing machine which was built in 1901 and 
still provides good service today. Here a steel tracer copies the design both 
reducing its size and cutting a punch at the same time. First a rough cut is 
made and then a more detailed cut. The fine detail is hand finished to give it 
a craftsmans finish. The punch is then hardened and trial dies are cut. 


At every stage highly skilled craftsmen inspect the work and where 
necessary add detail. If any major problems occur production of the coin can 
always be taken back a step to the previous stage. 


Computers are being introduced into all stages of the production of a new 
design but the old methods are still favoured. Certain techniques could only 
have been produced with the aid of computers such as the interference lines 
on the new £2 coin which give the holographic effect. New designs are 
constantly being experimented with such as putting several colours onto a 
coin. 
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The Actual Minting Process. 


Copper , Zinc, Tin and Nickel are used in some quantity by the Royal Mint 
but other metals are also used in the production of various coins including 
Gold and Silver. 


The process of minting starts with a large furnace where the ingots are 
melted and mixed in the correct proportions. After testing to confirm the mix 
is correct long bars are poured and extruded 15 metres long by 20cm wide 
and approximately 2cm thick. These are then passed through a grinding 
machine which removes the surface and the metal is rolled repeatedly 
reducing the thickness. At this point it is thin enough to be rolled up to make 
handling easier and save space. A final rolling reduces the metal to the 
correct thickness for coins and blanks are punched. 


These are sometimes given the name of APlanchettsOin different parts of the 
world. The blanks are produced at the rate of 10,000 per minute and can be 
destined for many different countries as the mint makes blanks for other 
mints all round the world. The mint also produces finished coins for some 70 
or 80 countries. 


After the blanks are made they are tipped into a furnace to burn off any 
impurities and then washed with various chemicals including one stage 
using sulphuric acid. They are then blow dried and coated with a thin layer 
of mineral oil which helps in the production process. 


Some coins are then edged with lettering such as the £1 and others such as 
the £2 have a groove punched into the edge of then to enable the other part 
of the bimetallic coin to bond with it. (The first two pound coins produced 
separated into two parts and the mint had to review its production technique 
for that coin.) The coins are then fed into the presses by hoppers for the final 
pressing. 


The royal Mints latest presses produce some 700 coins a minute at a speed 


which the naked eye canG@ follow. This amounts to about 1/3 of a million 
coins a day for each press in continuous operation. 
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At each stage the quality of the metal is examined with x ray flourescence 
spectrometry. The coins are finally inspected with the Alrial Of The PyxO 


The Trial Of The Pyx 


Since 1282 English coins have been examined in the FTrial of the Pyx0. This 
process consists of a jury, which is independent of the Royal Mint, 
examining the coins to ensure that the weight, diameter and composition of 
the coins are correct. The jury is held every 12 months by the Goldsmiths 
Company of the City of London. The jury consists of Freemen of the 
Goldsmiths Company and is presided over by the Queen Remembrancer 
who swears in the jury. 


The trial involves a specified number of coins laid down in the Trial of the 
Pyx act which are then placed in the Pyx, or box. Officers of the Weights 
and Measures Laboratory produce the standard trial plates of metal and the 
weights used in the examination. 


The denominations are checked by the jury and then the bulk weight of the 
coins is checked as well as selected specimens to ensure that the average 
weight falls within guidelines laid down by law. Assay tests are also carried 
out on the fineness of the metals involved. 


The final verdict of the jury is delivered to the queens Remembrancer in 
May and is subsequently published in the London Gazette. 
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Mints Around The World 


Australia 


Before the new mint was opened in 1965 at Deakin in Canberra by the Duke 
of Edinburgh the process of minting was performed by two mints. One mint 
was at Melbourne and one at Perth, prior to this the Australian mint was 
originally located at Sidney in Macquarie Street from 1855 until1927. 


The new mint is capable of producing over two million coins a day or six 
hundred million a year. The coins produced are not just for circulation in 
Australia but for other countries as well such as New Zealand, Malaysia, 
Thailand and Israel to name but a few. 


Like other mints the Royal Australian Mint also manufactures medals and 
tokens such as the tokens used by Sydney@ Monorail system. 


The Royal Canadian Mint 


When Canada first started to grow with the new settlers coming from all 
parts of the world its currency was made up of coins from France, America, 
Spain and Britain and until 1908 it had no coinage of its own. As the country 
rapidly developed national pride demanded that it have its own mint so in 

the late 18006 a parcel of land was bought on Sussex Drive in Ottowa from 
a private landowner for $21,000 and in 1905 construction of the mint began. 
The new mint was officially opened on January 2 1908 when the first 50 
cent piece was struck. For many years the mint refined millions of ounces of 
gold mined in British Columbia and the Yukon as well as minting gold 
sovereigns and Canadian coins. 


For twenty odd years the mint remained under British control until 
December 1“ 1931 when it was officially put under Canadian jurisdiction. 
In 1969 the mint became a Crown corporation allowing it to develop more 
easily. 
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The headquarters for the mint remain at the site in Ottowa but a new state of 
the art production facility has been built at Winnipeg. The Canadian mint 
employs over 700 people in total in its minting complex. 


The mint produces all CanadaG coinage as well as various commemorative 
coins. It also produces watches, medals, tokens and high quality jewelry. 
Furthermore the mint produces coins for foreign customers on a normal 
business trading basis. 


In 1982 the Canadian mint was the first mint worldwide to mint a .9999 pure 
gold coin and in 1998 produced the worlds largest pure gold coin. In the year 
2000 CanadaG coins were changed to plated coins to reduce minting costs as 
have some of Britain's low value coins. 


Canadian Gold 
Bullion Coin 
Showing Traditional 


Maple Leaf Design 


The U.S. Mint 


Until 1792 when an act of state was passed the colonists of America were 
not allowed to mint their own coins and instead used English, Spanish and 
Dutch currencies. Coins such as the APine Tree Shilling6 were unofficially 
minted by colonists in Masssachusetts in the period 1652-1682. 


The first U.S. mint was created in 1792 in Philadelphia which was then the 
nations capital. The current U.S. mint consists of several individual sites 
with fully functional mints existing at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Denver, 
Colorado; San Francisco, California and West Point, New York. 


American Gold 
Coin Showing 
Figure of Liberty 
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The mints produce the usual range of circulation coins and commemorative 
coins as well as medals and bullion coins. 


Coin production is somewhere over 20 billion coins a year and this total is 
increasing. Over 2800 people are employed throughout the minting 
organization. Guided tours for the general public are available at the Denver 
and Philadelphia mints. 


The U.S. mint headquarters are at Washington DC where policy is decided 
and research is carried out. The mint is also responsible for the nations gold 
and silver reserves and has control over Fort Knox which is the main bullion 
depository. 


The Austrian Mint 


The Austrian Mint has been sited at Vienna for just over 800 years. Right 
from its inception in 1194 it has had an eventful existence. It was first 
created to mint coins from the silver paid as ransom for Richard The 
Lionheart, King of England, who was held prisoner after an argument in the 
Holy Land. 


During the years 1618-48 the 30 Year War was fought which resulted in the 
Austrian coinage being debased. This period was called the AKipper and 
WipperO time. 


Later that century the plague started to ravage Europe and the city of Vienna 
did not escape its onslaught. However in 1679 the mintmaster of the day, 
Mittermayr, decided to wall up the entrances to the mint sealing the mint 
workers and their families inside. The trick worked and saved all the 
families from infection. 
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When the Empress of the time died in 1780 and the Taler struck in that year 
became known as the Maria Theresa taler. This famous silver bullion coin is 
still struck to this day and used in trade. Even new coins bear the date of 
1780 in respect for the empress. 


The mint continued at its site in Vienna until the Emperor Francis I issued 
orders that a new mint be built in 1834 which was finished in 1837. The 
mint was built at Am Heumarkt which is still the site of the current Austrian 
mint. 


1924 saw the introduction of the Schilling currency which was to have a 
short life because, when World War II came, the German Reich took control 
of the mint and used it to produce Reichmarks. 


These became the currency of Austria until the war was over and the 
Schilling was reinstated in 1945. Now of course the Schilling has again been 
replaced, this time with the Euro. 


1989 saw the Austrian Mint converted into a Public Company as a 
subsidiary of the Austrian National Bank. Also in that year AustriaG first 
gold bullion coin, the Vienna Philharmoniker was minted 
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The Royal Norwegian Mint 


In the late 1600s the Norwegian mines were extracting silver for the 
Kongsberg Silver works. It was decided to utilise this silver to produce coins 
and a Royal Mint was built. The mint had been under several different 
controlling bodies before finally being taken over by the Central Bank of 
Norway in 1962. The connection with the silver works was finally severed in 
1957 when the mines were closed down. However the traditional mining 
symbol of a crossed pick and hammer still appears on all Norwegian coins. 


On January 1“ 2001 the mint was incorporated with the Norwegian Bank as 
its sole owner and shareholder. 


The Royal Mint produces medals and commemorative coins as do other 
mints some of which are on display in the mining museum. The oldest was 
struck as a commemoration of a visit to the silver works which King Fredrik 
IV made in 1704. 


This 50 Ore coinG design with the crown on one side and a mythological 
creature on the other is a typical Norwegian coin. 


The Dutch Mint 


The Dutch mint can trace its history back to the 700s although records of its 
earlier years are incomplete. The mint has been at various sites including an 
abbey and a convent. For centuries it was one of several provincial mints. 
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In 1806 it was decided to build a new mint at Amsterdam and all other mints 
were to be closed but due to financial constraints the new mint was never 
built and the old one remained at Utrecht. 


In 1911 Queen Wilhelminia visited a new mint at Leidseweg and a gold 10 
cent piece was minted to commemorate the occasion of the old mint closing. 
Shortly after the Royal visit a fire broke out at the mint but fortunately 
damage was only superficial and minting never ceased. 


Nowadays the Norwegian mint produces Euros as the Guilder, which was 
introduced in 1816, has been withdrawn. 


Private Mints 


The Pobjoy Mint 


The Pobjoy 


Family Coat 
Of Arms 


The central motif of the Pobjoy Coat Of Arms is the MPopinjayO or painted 
wooden parrot which was used in archery contests in the 14" century. The 
modern name of the business is Pobjoy which is derived from this Medieval 
name. The Latin motto FOculo CertoOtranslates as with Punerring eyed 
which was probably in reference to the families prowess as marksmen. 
However it could also now refer to the skills exhibited in their chosen craft 
at the mint. 
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The company has always been involved in metal fabrication but its main 
function has changed over the years. During the Second World War they 
were involved in the production of Spitfire aircraft wings. Nowadays the 
company also makes jewelry using various precious metals and gemstones. 


The mint employs about 100 craftsmen who are involved with various 
production and design aspects of the business. 


Pobjoy mint has a 96% share of the market for vending machine tokens in 
this country as well as producing coins and medals. The mint has exported 
some 370 million medals and tokens to the Far East and made 300 million 
promotional medals for petrol stations since 1969. 


Over the past 100 years or so that this private British mint has been involved 
with coin production it has developed many innovative techniques. In 1996 
Pobjoy mint struck the first coin with a hologram on it. (Now the British £2 
coin has a hologram on it.) The mint has made coins for numerous countries 
such as The Isle of Man, Ethiopia, Gambia, Gibraltar, Peru and even Spain. 


The Franklin Mint 


The Franklin Mint is a large American mint and can be found on Route | in 
the Brandywine River Valley in Southeastern Pennsylvania. 


At the site of the mint is also a museum containing many 20" century 
artifacts as well as items of numismatic interest. Items on show include the 
white sequined Princess Diana gown and Jackie Kennedys triple strand pearl 
necklace. 


This mint has like many successful businesses became so because it has 
diversified. Not only does the Franklin Mint make a wide range of coins, 
medals and tokens for customers around the world but it also makes jewelry, 
commemorative pottery such as picture plates and models such as classic 
cars. 
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It has expanded its range of products to such an extent that it now operates 
several hundred shops across the U.S. dedicated to selling only Franklin 
Mint products. 


The Birmingham Mint 


The Birmingham Mint can trace its 
history back over two hundred years to 
1794 making it the oldest independent 
mint in the world. 


The coat of arms for the mint depicts a 
mint worker with a set of scales shown in 
the background. The letters either side of 
the logo (H & KN) are the mintmarks 
used in its history by Ralph Heaton Sons 
and the Kings Norton Metal Company. 
Ralph Heaton was the founder of the 
original company in Slaney Street, Birmingham. 1850 saw Ralph Heaton the 
II purchase minting equipment from the Soho Mint which was then installed 
in premises in Bath Street. 


In the year 1889 the business of Heaton And Son became a limited liability 
company and changed its name to The Mint Birmingham Ltd. Although the 
name had been changed the company remained in the control of the Heaton 
family until 1935. 


The 1970s,80s and 90s were an eventful period of time for the mint with 
name changes and business takeovers which ended with the name reverting 
back to the Birmingham Mint. 
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The year 2000 saw the mint gain its biggest ever single order to produce 45 
million pounds worth of 1&2 Euro coin blanks for the German Mint. The 
Birmingham Mint has also produced large quantities of Euro coins for other 
countries. Indeed it has supplied coins to over 70 countries worldwide 
throughout its history including countries such as Poland, Eestonia, 
Malaysia, Cuba and Switzerland. Until recently it employed over 100 people 
in its works but financial problems have resulted in the mint laying off 
nearly half of its workforce and now it is seeking a buyer. The mint is a 
prestigious business so confidence is high that it will not be forced to close. 


De La Rue 


Although De La Rue is not a mint it is a business that is built around money. 
The company was founded by a Thomas De La Rue in 1813 to print a 
newspaper on the island of Guernsey. Later the business moved to London 
and in 1855 started to print British postage stamps. By 1860 it had printed its 
first banknotes for Mauritius. In 1896 the family business became a private 
company and in 1914 it was commissioned to print £1 and 10/- notes for the 
British government. 


1940 saw a big setback for the company as its London factory was destroyed 
in the Blitz during the Second World War. After the war the company saw 
much growth and diversification with businesses being acquired in many 
countries such as Singapore, South Africa. America, Switzerland, Italy and 
Portugal, to mention but a few. Indeed now the company of De la Rue 
operates in 31 countries and employs over 6500 people. 


The company is the worlds largest commercial security printer and 


papermaker. It produces 150 national currencies and is involved with the 
printing and developing of travellers cheques, driving licenses, passports and 
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ID documents. De La Rue is also very involved with the development of 
cash handling equipment for various institutions such as banks. Indeed it 
created the first bank cash dispenser which was installed at Barclays Bank in 
Enfield, north London on June 27" in 1967. 


Spink 


The company of Spink is not a mint but is very important to the hobby of 
coin collecting. It is in fact an auction house specializing in coins and notes 
and is as much a part of coin collecting in the U.K. as Stanley Gibbons is a 
part of stamp collecting. 


Common notes 
like this Jersey 
£1 are not in 


ETT, 

| hal — 
i pinks category 

of dealing but are 

still quite 

interesting. 


Coin listings can be obtained from Spink but however they only deal in 
better quality coins and notes and therefore are probably out of the reach of 
the beginners budget. 


Spink can trace its roots back to 1657 when John Spink, who was the son of 
a yeoman farmer in Kirkthorpe, Yorkshire, traveled to London to work as an 
apprentice goldsmith. He soon started trading in gold and silver plate and 
although his first premises were destroyed in the Great Fire Of London in 
1666 the business continued. 
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The landmark tower 
on the corner of 
SPINKG London 
headquarters 


In 1703 the premises moved to Gracechurch Street where they stayed for 
some 200 years until in the early 19006 they moved to Picadilly. In 1920 the 
business was again moved, this time to St James where it stayed until the 
year 2000. 


Spink also have a branch in New York and in 1995 they opened a branch in 
Singapore. 


Although Spink started life trading in gold and silver plate the company has 
been trading in coins since the 18306. The company is one of a very few 
that has remained a family run business for so long as an Anthony Spink is 
still the current chairman. Spink is a member of the Christies group of 
companies who are of course a world renowned auction group dealing in 
fine art, antiques and other collectibles. 
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Museums In The British Isles. 


Museums offer the opportunity to see the full scope of material available for 
collectors. Often museums specialise in different fields depending on their 
location. 


Below are listed some of the countries museums which house collections of 

coins along with their usual exhibits. Some of those listed house some of the 
more important collections but there are many other smaller museums dotted 
around the country which are worth a visit as well. 


Opening times are not included as a quick phone call is recommended before 
visiting because in some cases they are only open by appointment. 


Royal Mint Museum 
Llantrisant 
Nr Cardiff 
South Wales 


The museum was first established in 1816 and now houses over 100,000 
exhibits including many rare coins such as the £5 gold Queen Victoria 

NUna and the Lion.O The largest part of the collection comprises of coins 
issued since 1662 but it also contains many items of historic interest 
concerned with minting coins such as sets of weights from various eras. One 
of the first ever change machines to convert gold sovereigns into silver coins 
is also on display. 


National Museum Of Wales 
Cathays Park 

Cardiff 

South Wales 
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This is a general museum but it does have a good display of coins, tokens 
and medals. A guide is available written by Edward Besly entitled NLoose 
Change, a guide to common coins and medals.0 


Ulster Museum 
Botanic Gardens 
Belfast 

Northern Ireland. 


This museum houses a relatively small but interesting collection and has 
acquired many new exhibits since the 70s. 


National Museum Of Ireland 
Kildare Street 

Dublin 

Eire 


The Dublin museum has a very important collection of Irish coins. 

Royal Museum Of Scotland 

Chambers Street 

Edinburgh. 

This Scottish museum holds the foremost collection of Scottish coins and 


also has an important collection of Anglo-Saxon and English coins as well. 
The museum was founded in 1781. 


Hunterian Museum 
University of Glasgow 
Glasgow 


This museum houses a relatively new coin display of some 2,000 exhibits. 
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Manx Museum 
Douglas 
Isle Of Man 


Of particular interest are the displays of Viking and Hiberno-Norse items. 
British Museum 
Great Russell Street 


London 


This museum contains a modern display embracing all aspects of money and 
can trace its usage back some 4,000 years. It is sponsored by the HSBC. 
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What To Collect 


The first thing to decide when contemplating starting the hobby of coin 
collecting is to select a field of interest. Coins are available which were 
minted in Roman times and throughout all of the periods of history since 
then. 


Roman coins are more common than one might think but there are an awful 
lot of forgeries about so these are perhaps best left to the more experienced 
collector as are Celtic coins. Hammered gold and silver coins follow the 
Anglo Saxon period and tend to be valued in the 100s of pounds or even 
1,000s. So again these might be out of the range of interest for a beginner. 
Milled coinage started with Cromwell in the 1600s and again early coins are 
quite expensive. Prices come down dramatically in the 1800s and of course 
with some exceptions modern coins are even cheaper. 


Children often like to start their collecting hobby with foreign coins which 
can be educational as well as offering a vast range of very cheap coins to 
collect from. This book will provide valuable information in identifying the 
countries of origin of most 20" century coins. 


Another good starting point for a collection is the modern English decimal 
range. These can be found in everyday change in peoples pockets. There is a 
greater variety of coins about in circulation than people often realise. For 
instance most people are not aware that there have been 3 different portraits 
of the Queen featured on British decimal coins and another design on pre- 
decimal coins. 


The Four Different 
Portraits Of The Queen 
Used On British Coins 


Since Her Reign Began 
In 1952 
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Some coins have a different design on the reverse or tail side almost every 
year. £1 coins are very collectable from this point of view as they are 
changed regularly. 


Different Designs Of The £1 Coin. 


Commemorative coins of the £2 and 50p are often minted for added variety. 
Quite a lot of decimal coins have been withdrawn from circulation and are 
now becoming more collectable. The 50p was introduced in 1969 and there 
were several designs minted. A couple of years ago they were withdrawn 
from circulation and replaced by a smaller thinner version. The same thing 
happened with the 5p and 10p which were recently reduced in size. 


The ill fated 1/2p only lasted 12 years before it was withdrawn on the 
grounds that it was too expensive to mint and had no real value. The same 
fate lies in store for the 1p and 2p coins which are now made out of steel and 
then copper coated for cheapness. After all if you buy a washer from a 
hardware store it will cost a penny or two. 


Pre-decimal coins can be found for under £1 going back to 1947. At this 
point the GilverOcoins did actually contain some silver and Pre 1920 they 
were all silver. This silver content and their age tends to push the prices up 
but they can still be bought for a few pounds each. Copper coins of this 
period can be had for a matter of pence each in all but the best condition. It 
is best to limit the range of coins available to collect from, by perhaps, 
starting with a collection based on Kings and Queens portraits and different 
designs on the tail side of the coins. 
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This will provide plenty of scope to start a collection for a beginner and at a 
later date as the collection grows it can become more specialised by 
collecting only copper coins or crowns, etc. Or for the ambitious the 
collection can embrace coins from every year going backwards to whenever. 


A coin collection started as a hobby will over the years rapidly develop into 
an investment as the value of the collection grows. After a few years of 
collecting the value will often be found to be in the 1,000s of pounds and 
will need to be insured as a special item on the household insurance for 
some sort of protection against theft. 


Where To Obtain Coins From 


Foreign coins can easily be obtained when holidaying abroad from change in 
the families pockets. This provides a cheap and interesting source for the 
beginner. Friends and other family members can often be persuaded to bring 
back small handfulls of coins as well to increase the collection. It is very 
easy to build up a collection containing hundreds of coins in this way. Do 
remember that in poor third world and undeveloped counties generally that 
coins are a valuable resource to the nation and often in very short supply. 
Indeed other things will often be used as small change such as postage 
stamps and sweets. 


A 
Commemorative 


Coin From 
Bermuda 
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If the collector is at school or college it may well be the case that there is a 
coin club that can be joined which will provide another source of coins in 
the form of swaps with friends. 


Other cheap sources of foreign coins are the charity shops, some of which 
often sell a small bag of coins for a pound or two. Coin dealers also 
sometimes have surpluses of coins which they sell off very cheaply. 


More collectable British coins usually have to be bought individually 
although unsorted bags of two shillings, shillings, pennies, etc can 
occasionally be seen offered for sale. 


When buying coins do be aware of their value before you go to a dealer and 
start haggling over the price. We have all heard of the customer who walked 
into a shop and asked how much a gold Krugerand cost. The dealer told him 
three twenty five and the customer offered a fiver and then held out his hand 
for the change! (For the uninitiated a Krugerand is worth £325, or was at the 
time) 


The vast majority of dealers are honest but dealers have a living to make as 
do all shopkeepers so there is always a healthy mark up on coins bought in 
and then sold. So whereas one might expect to pay the catalogue list price 
for a given coin, the price obtained from a dealer for surplus coins is much 
lower. Some dealers pay more for their stock and sell a little dearer and 
others pay less, but offer their stock at a much more reasonable price. Only 
shopping around will give the experience to judge which shops offer the best 
deals. One point to be aware of is that some of the less scrupulous dealers 
will mark a coin up a grade to increase its price but more of that later. 


One or more dealers can often be found in most cities and usually they 
combine their trade in coins with another hobby such as stamp collecting. 
Some will deal in bullion and others millitaria such as medals. Some plain 
antique dealers will also dabble in coins. 
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Often it is possible to buy coins mail order when a little more experience has 
been gained. Many of the larger dealers will produce lists of coins that they 
hold in stock along with their grades which can be ordered as with any 
catalogue. 


Car boot sales can be another source of coins of all sorts as people often 
have small collections to sell as well as individual coins. These may be had 
very cheaply as people often dond know the true value of them. Antique 
fairs are a good source of coins be they in a limited quantity. A far better 
source are the larger collectors fairs which can often be found travelling 
around different parts of the country. Some of these specialise in coins and 
stamps and one particularly large one in the Birmingham area sells only 
coins and houses dozens of dealers under one roof. Here almost every 
modern coin can be found for every year in the milled range of coins. 
Exhibition centres will often stage annual coin fair events on an enormous 
scale which can be bewildering to the beginner. 


Auction houses are another source of coins but are best left to the 
experienced collector.(See section on Spinks.) Some auctions are held 
locally when someone dies and their estate is disposed of. 


The auction will be of many things and a coin collection may not hold much 
interest for the average buyer. In this case a purchase may be had for a good 
price. But specialist auctions of coins only will usually attract a lot of keen 
buyers and the buyer has to be careful not to go over his budget. Catalogues 
will be available with a price guide and should be examined carefully before 
making a bid. 


A Proof £2 
Commemorative 


Marconi Coin 
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If the collection is to include proof coins and gold or silver another source is 
the Royal Mint. They produce a range of coins minted to a very high 
standard which are sold individually or in sets. Proof silver versions of 
modern commemorative coins are always on sale as are sovereigns. Other 
coin collecting memorabilia is also offered such as paper weights with coins 
encased in them and various books. 


Coins from the mint are not cheap nor do they offer very good value for 
money as far as an investment goes. It is far better to wait a year or two and 
buy them second hand as it were from your regular dealer who will 
undoubtedly sell them for some pounds less than the mints price was 
previously. Beware of coins offered by other mints around the world 
because generally these offer even worse value for money than the Royal 
Mint does. 


Perhaps the most exciting way of adding coins to your collection is by using 
a metal detector to search nearby countryside in the hopes of unearthing 
some buried treasure. In the olden days there were no banks for people to put 
their valuables in so they hid them , very often burying them with the 
intention of returning to them later. 


An accident might have befallen them which meant that they did not retrieve 
their valuables and they would then remain hidden for centuries until they 
were unearthed. So many finds of Roman coins have been made that they 
are not generally as valuable as you might think. Coins in those days were 
usually made of gold and so they have kept well in the ground with virtually 
no deterioration. 


Even silver coins keep well if they have been hidden in a jug or flask of 
some sort. Almost every year a large find is made even to this day and many 
small discoveries are made. It has become such an important issue that the 
treasure trove laws have had to be reviewed. 
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The new law states that to qualify as treasure all coins must contain at least 
10% gold or silver and be at least 300 years old. Single coins will not 
generally be classed as treasure nor will coins less than 300 years old unless 
they are substantially made of gold or silver and were deliberately buried 
with no trace of any owners or their descendants. 


It is law that all finds must be declared so that a court can decide their future. 
In most cases they are sold to museums and the value goes to the finder but 
in certain circumstances the finder is allowed to keep the coins. 


There is an ever an ever increasing number of shipwrecks being discovered 
with coins being included in the finds because in the olden days there were 
no methods of sending money abroad to finance trade and even wars. The 
only way of making over seas payments was to ship huge quantities of coins. 
Unfortunately seawater is not good for silver coins and usually they are in 
poor condition if they survive at all. Gold coins of course don@ deteriorate 
under any conditions other than wear so these are sometimes found in good 
condition. 


The Rare £2 Coin 


From time to time an article will appear in the newspapers about British 
coins that fires the imagination of the public. The article might be totally 
misleading but sound plausible enough to attract attention. This was the case 
with the £2 coin of 1997 depicting the QueenG head wearing a necklace. 


Someone had got the mistaken impression that this particular coin was rare 
enough to make its value between 20 and £30. It is true that minting figures 
were quite low compared to most coins, but never the less there were some 
13 % million minted as against 91 million in 1998. 
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People began collecting them all over the country and were able to gather 
dozens of them before they realised that they had been misled. In another 
century or so it may be considered a difficult coin to obtain and be worth 
something but in the meantime it is only worth £2. 


Before Britain went decimal it was possible to find coins dating back over 
100 years to Queen VictoriaG time and even earlier. Some of these, 
specially the silver coins, were sometimes worth collecting. When Britain 
was about to go Decimal it was realised that the silver content in early 
SilverOcoins was worth far more than their face value. So a rush began, 
specially with bank clerks, to remove these coins from circulation and sell 
them for their meltdown silver value. This involved the 2/6d, 2/-, 1/- and 6d. 
Many early coins rapidly disappeared forever with clerks often doubling 
their weekly wages with this sideline. 


In 1933 there were no circulation Pennies minted because the mint 
considered there were enough already in circulation. However a few coins 
were made for ceremonial sets. The number of sets issued was not recorded 
and several were placed under the foundation stones of buildings. It was not 
realised how valuable these might become until many years later. When the 
coins turned up after the buildings were pulled down their scarcity was 
understood and their true value was revealed in newspaper articles. To date 
only 6 sets have been discovered and the last one to be sold in 1994 fetched 
£20,000. 


One recent issue of a British coin that does have scarcity value occurred 
when the Royal Mint made a mistake on one of the special issue gold coins 
that are made for the collector market. The coins were made in a relatively 
small number anyway because demand for such a specialised coin is limited 
and a quantity were sent out before anyone noticed the mistake. The mint 
immediately offered to replace the FimperfectO coins free of charge with 
perfect copies but it was not revealed just how many were kept by the 
collectors who obviously realised that the coins had added value. 
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Mistakes like this are very rare but occasionally when a coin is struck in the 
minting process it is hit off centre. Coins such as these have a novelty 
interest but no real value. Sometimes a coin will be struck with the wrong 
image on one side because of an error. These are called MMulesOand occur 
naturally once in many tens of millions of strikings. Indeed some people 
believe that all such coins found are clever fakes or have been deliberately 
struck by dishonest mint workers. 


American coins have been in circulation for much longer dating back to the 
19006 and some of the earlier ones are quite rare, in particular a one cent 
coin issued in 1922 is very rare. A few have been found and sold for many 
thousands of pounds. News of these finds has led to countless Americans 
checking their change for a lucky coin. Nowadays the coins in circulation in 
Britain only date back to 1971 so the chances of finding a rare coin in your 
change are practically nil. 
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Collecting Coin Sets 


A proof set in a 
plastic presentation 


case 


The Royal Mint makes proof and uncirculated sets of each years coin issues 
and has done so continuously since 1970 but sets do go back as far as 1826. 
New sets are quite expensive from the mint but can be bought much more 
cheaply after a year or two from your local coin dealer. 


Generally speaking the seta are not a good investment because so many are 
minted and they are sold at such a premium, but, they are quite interesting to 
collect as they usually contain all of the years commemorative coins. Year 
sets are often seen on sale in all sorts of foreign countries and can make a 
nice holiday present to bring back for a collector. Even Third World 
countries now produce sets of coins for the numismatic market. Sometimes 
sets are made up of older coins taken from circulation and reveal a little 
more of that countries coins. Various sets of Pre-Decimal coins can also be 
seen on sale as can Maundy Money sets. (See section on Maundy Money.) 


Sets of coins should never be opened to examine them. They are usually in 
transparent plastic cases to enable both sides of the coin to be seen without 
this. If they are handled they will undoubtedly tarnish reducing their value to 
virtually nothing. 


A brilliant 
uncirculated 
set in a folder 
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Collecting Gold Coins For An Investment. 


In years gone by gold was the most popular form of investment that the 
average person would make and in some countries it still is. In times of civil 
unrest and war people still buy gold in quantity. However the price has 
fallen dramatically over the last 25 years although it is now showing a small 
recovery. It is not generally considered to be a good investment compared to 
the stock market, but bullion coins have still found a new popularity, both 
gold and silver. 


A Gold loz 
Britannia 


Bullion Coin 


The most popular are low grade sovereigns and of course krugerrands. 
Sovereigns in good condition have a collectabillity value as do some of the 
bullion coins which are now minted specially for the market. Britain has 
minted the Britannia in both gold and silver versions. Other countries such 
as China which has the APandad, Australia, Canada, Russia and many more 
have joined in with their own coins. 

Most of these bullion coins are issued at a premium and if bought from the 


Some Silver 
Bullion Coins 


mint of issue are way over the gold or silver value of their content. 
Consequently they are not a good buy at all. In the long term they may gain 
in value but the market is so flooded with them that if you want to collect 
these speciality coins it is best to wait a year or two after issue and then buy 
them from your normal coin dealer when prices will be a lot more 
reasonable. 
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Royal Maundy Ceremony 


The Maundy ceremony can be traced back to its origins 2000 years ago in 
the time of Christ. The day before Good Friday Christ washed the feet of his 
disciples. This act became a church ceremony as far back as the 4th century 
with Christians washing the feet of the poor whom they also gave gifts of 
clothing and food. In the 13" century the ceremony was recorded to have 
been performed by royalty. 


In the time of Henry IV the number of poor people receiving the gifts was 
related to the age of the monarch. The ceremony also became regularly 
performed by the sovereign and came to be known as the Royal Maundy. 


By the 18" century the act of foot washing had been abandoned and the gifts 
of clothing and food were replaced with a monetary gift in the 19" century. 


Maundy Money 


The early Maundy Money given consisted of silver pennies in the Tudor and 
Stewart times. During the reign of Charles II in 1662 an undated issue of 
hammered coins comprising a fourpenny, threepenny, twopenny and one 
penny piece were given in the ceremony. In 1670 the set of coins minted for 
the occasion were first dated. 


The modern ceremony has become ritualized with the so called poor people 
being Christians who have served the community well with their charitable 
works throughout their lives. The equal number of men and women 
recipients number the same years as the sovereign age. The ceremony takes 
place on Maundy Thursday every year. Nowadays two leather purses are 
given by the sovereign to each person, one a red purse containing ordinary 
coins in place of food and clothing and the other purse which is white 
contains specially minted Maundy Coins. The value of the Maundy Money 
is the same number of pence as the sovereigns age. 
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Traditionally the coins were made out of solid silver until 1920 when silver 
coinage generally became debased to 50% silver. In 1946 the silver content 
was resumed and the coins remained the same values until decimalization 
took place in 1971 when new pence were substituted for old. Unlike 
ordinary coins of the realm which have had 4 different images of the queen 
Maundy Money has retained the same image of the queen since 1953 when 
she took the throne. 


Maundy Money is very collectable and sets are quite valuable, even recent 
ones. It is not usual to collect odd coins but sometimes sets are broken up 
when coins are lost and people donG realize what they are. 


Current Maundy 
Money designs, also 


showing the queen& 
head in use. 


58 


Forgeries 


Clipping Coins In The Olden Days 


Until we came off the gold standard coins were nearly always made out of 
precious metals such as gold and silver. This gave the coinage a real value 
and meant that it was not just representational, people could have faith in its 
worth. 


Some coins were admittedly made from bronze and copper but these were 
very low value. Even pennies in medieval times were made from silver and 
cut into quarters for lower values. This made the forging of coins very 
tempting for the criminal classes. Not only did they melt coins down and 
reduce the silver content of a coin by adding some other base metal but they 
clipped the edges of the coins, to gain silver and especially gold with which 
to make more coins. This reduced the size of the coins but as people did not 
know and recognise all the foreign coinage that circulated alongside the 
English coins for many years it was not a problem for the forgers. 


Under an English law of 1350 it was an offence of high treason punishable 
by death to forge the kings coinage and many forgers were hung when 
caught. However the problem was so severe that in 1656 a standardised 
range of milled coinage was introduced to restore faith and reduce the 
problem. Even then coins were still clipped and the milling carefully 
replaced by filing the edges of the coin. To overcome this problem coins 
were weighed by a small set of scales that most traders possessed. An edge 
inscription on the coins was also used which made clipping almost 
impossible. By the late 1700s the problem of forging coins had virtually 
been wiped out. 
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Modern Forgeries Of Old Coins 


As soon as coin collecting started to gain popularity in the early 20" century 
the forgers got busy again making copies of old coins that had appreciated in 
value making their trade worthwhile. 


The past 30 years has seen an enormous rise in coin forgeries most of which 
emanate from the Middle East where it is not a crime to copy another 
countries coins. With modern machinery and technology these copies are 
being made so well that they often deceive experienced dealers and only 
metallurgical examination can determine their authenticity. 


However very often these coins will have some obvious error in their design 
which gives them away. The only way to be safe from such coins is to 
remember that if a coin is offered at an exceptionally good price to you that 
seems to good to be true, then it quite possibly is and the coin is not genuine. 
All coins for sale at a dealers shop will nearly always be offered at full price 
because they cant afford to do otherwise. The best advice though is always 
buy your coins from a reputable dealer or recognised auction house. 


Forgeries Of Modern Coins 


There are many forged bank notes discovered in circulation every year and 
this is quite understandable because of the value of the notes makes it 
worthwhile forging them. Although the mint is constantly making it harder 
for the criminals to copy them modern technology is on the side of the 
forger. 
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At the beginning of 2002 the U.S. Treasury Department became aware of the 
extent of computer forgery of its green dollar bills or PgreenbackGO as the 
world has come to know them. For 73 years the notes have not been 
changed but by the year 2001 it was noted that forgery using computers and 
even home computers had risen from 1% in 1995 to 39% and the Treasury 
was seizing £40 million worth of forgeries a year. The final insult to the 
currency came when a group of school children in Virginia were found to be 
printing good quality forgeries using their home computers. 


The children had found an internet site which contained good images of the 
notes and then downloaded the pictures to their home computers and printed 
them. They were taking the fake $10 bills to school and spending them in the 
school cafeteria. The school did not even realise they were fakes until they 
tried to bank the takings and the bank advised them. 


The U.S. Treasury realised that if children could print passable forgeries 
then it was about time that they took steps to make it more difficult to copy 
them. The new notes have more colour on them with blue and black being 
added to the background. Also more advanced inks are used to prevent 


copying. 
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To some extent modern technology has had an effect on the forgery of coins. 
Some 25 years ago, when the 50p had some real value to it, lead copies were 
being circulated. Lead is quite a soft metal and malleable so the forgers 
chose it for their copies. The blanks were easily cut and pressed with the 
coins design and these made quite good forgeries with the only noticeable 
difference being the dull colour of them. They even fooled the slot machines 
of the day. 


Jokes have been circulating about the Irish forgers who were making forged 
10p coins by filing the corners off 50p coins but this is unkind as some of 
the more recent forgeries are quite clever in their design. 


Five years ago there was a problem with forged £1 coins. The blanks were 
being made in a soft metal and then fed into a press. As they were the wrong 
colour they were being sprayed with gold paint and then lacquered. A quick 
polish with a cloth and they were shiney and looked remarkably like the real 
thing. 


They were passed on to the unsuspecting public at clubs and pubs across the 
country and it wasn@ until the gold paint started to wear off and get 
scratched that people realised they were not the real thing. 


Generally coins have so little value compared to their production cost that 
forgeries are not done on a grand scale but as newer higher value coins are 
introduced the rewards become greater and more tempting for the criminal. 
That is why the new £2 coin is made in two parts in two different metals and 
then pressed together. Even the mint had teething problems making these 
coins at first as in the initial batch of coins the middles fell out and they had 
to refine the minting process. On the general circulation coin there is an 
added anti forgery device in the form of a holographic image in the centre of 
the coin. This was a first for any coin but now some countries have gone one 
stage further on their high value coins and introduced multi-colour images. 


The latest fraud to come to light concerns the commemorative crowns which 
have been issued for many years. The Churchill crown, issued in 1965 was 
made in vast numbers and has little value now although its issue price of 5 
shillings was at the time quite a sum. 
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It is a fact that this crown and the crowns issued with a value of 25p in the 
70s and 80s are still sold for as little as 50p by many dealers. 


People, including bank cashiers have become accustomed to the £5 coins 
minted from time to time and they are readily changed at Post Offices and 
banks throughout the country. Unfortunately some unscrupulous fraudsters 
have realised that these coins are the same size as the earlier crowns which 
they can buy for 50p or so. This they are doing and then changing them for 
£5 with unsuspecting cashiers. The problem is so serious that many banks 
will no longer change old £5 coins. 


There is another problem that exist with modern coins and that involves 
foreign coinage. There is such a range of coins issued world wide that many 
travellers have found that the coins they bring back from their holidays will 
operate slot machines of one sort or another in Britain. 


The mint is aware of this problem and checks all coins issued against foreign 
coinage to ensure that they are not interchangeable. However so many 
different designs are issued world wide there are always some that slip 
through the process such as the 100 peseta from Spain. This coin is slightly 
bigger than our £1 but much the same weight so travellers have discovered 
that it will often operate slot machines designed to accept the £1 even though 
it is only worth 40p. The latest coin to cause problems is a pound lookalike 
from Swaziland which is in Africa. The coin is identical in size and shape so 
will quite easily fool vending machines. The Swazi lilangeni is only worth 
about 5p so fraudsters have been importing them and filling machines in the 
southern parts of Britain. Police have warned people to be on the lookout for 
these coins and are worried that older people are particularly at risk. 


Funny Money 


Modern technology has brought down the cost of colour printing 
phenomenally and new computer techniques have improved the quality to 
such an extent that it is relatively easy to make a passable facsimile of 
modern banknotes. 
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Printers are now literally making money but quite legally. This they are 
doing by re-printing most of the detail off withdrawn banknote issues and 
the replacing the Queens portrait with that of a well known comedy figure 
from television. The words @ank Of England6have also been replaced just 
to make absolutely certain that these notes are Gunny moneyGand not 
forgeries. 


Illustrated below is a £10 note featuring Rodney Trotter. It quite clearly 
states the Bank Of Peckham across the note and other details have been 
altered such as the phrase (Chief Cashier6which has become Chief Dipstick 
Plonker and Financial Executive Trotters Indepenent Traders.6The backs of 
the notes have similarly been changed according to the television program 
concerned. There are several notes in the series featuring other comedy 
characters such as Uncle AlbertQ@Arthur DaleyOCHyacinth Bucket6 and 
others. These notes are sold by dealers for a laugh but they are making 
serious sums of money out of them as each note is sold for a couple of 
pounds. The printer probably gets £1 for each note making this legal forgery 
very worthwhile and less risky than forging real notes. 


Grading Coins 


All coins have a value be it great or small but the condition of the coin will 
ultimately affect this. The less worn the coin is the higher the value. This 
grading of condition is done to a set scale of wear on the coin. The scale 
goes down from MFleur De CoinOto MFairO or even APoord. 


Fleur De Coin 

This really only refers to coins in perfect condition without a blemish on 
them such as modern proof coins still in their sealed plastic cases. Ordinary 
circulation coins get scratched in the mass production process and are never 
perfect. 


Proof Coins 

A proof coin refers not so much to the quality of the coin as to the method of 
minting. A proof coin should be absolutely free of any blemishes but is also 
struck to a much higher standard of minting than an ordinary circulation 
coin. The coin should positively gleam and the surface should be like a 
mirror with the raised image appearing as if it were frosted. 


BU and Uncirculated coins will show minor surface abrasions that have 
occurred in minting but will otherwise be unmarked and have a full lustre or 
mint gleam about them. 


Extremely Fine condition refers to coins that have very little damage and 
virtually no wear on them but have been in circulation. 
Very Fine coins have no bad scratches but some minor wear to the most 


detailed parts of the coin. All details should however be quite clear and 
definable. 
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Fine refers to coins that have some appreciable wear but most detail is still 
visible and the legend still readable. 


Fair coins have very little detail still remaining on them but still retain the 
main images and Poor refers to coins that are so worn that even the date is 
barely legible. 


If you are considering purchasing coins from dealers, reputable or otherwise, 
do be aware that grading is subjective and what one person judges to be 
Very Fine for instance another might grade as only fine. This will affect the 
price asked for the coin accordingly. Some dealers do upgrade coins in the 
same way to increase their profits on a difficult to obtain coin especially. 


When buying a coin always buy in the best condition available because 
generally the better the condition the more desirable it is to collectors and 
the more rapidly the value will appreciate. Sometimes a coin in extremely 
fine condition will be priced way out of your reach and you will have to 
settle for a lessor grade and sometimes the coin will be so rare that it is only 
available in a low grade. When collecting by the year it will be necessary to 
purchase date fillers as they are sometimes called. These are coins of low 
value but may be difficult to obtain and simply fill in odd years in the 
collection. 
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Cleaning Coins 


The simple rule is never clean a coin as it can detract from the value of it, 
however certain methods, with caution, can be used to remove serious 
grime. Under no circumstance should a coin be polished with a cloth or even 
cotton wool. Polishing a coin will actually change the colour of it as well as 
remove some of the definition. 


We have all heard about the man who inherited a collection of coins and 
polished them to make them look nice so that he would get a good price for 
them. The dealer than had to tell him that he had made them virtually 
worthless. 


Gold coins can be washed gently in methylated spirit to remove any grime 
but they do not corrode so should not be a great problem. Do not rub them as 
they are very soft. 


Silver coins can be washed in ammonia, brushed with a soft toothbrush and 
then carefully dried on cotton wool. Silver discolours easily in a damp 
atmosphere so particular care should be taken to make sure that the storage 
place for them is dry. Coins that have simply darkened should be left alone 
as this is considered a natural ageing process. 


Copper and bronze coins tarnish easily and any specimens going green 


should be avoided. The only cleaning that can be done is with a soft brush to 
remove loose dirt. 
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Housing Your Collection. 


There are many possible ways of storing and displaying your ever growing 
collection of coins be they foreign, Roman, old or modern British. Some 
methods of display and housing are better for certain types of coins than 
others. 


The worst possible place to store your collection is in a bank safe, it may be 
secure from theft but will be cold and may be damp. This can cause 
condensation to collect on the coins that will probably result in corrosion, 
especially of copper and silver coins. The best place to store them is in a 
warm, well ventilated, dry centrally heated room. 


The best method of storing for the long term is to wrap each coin in a brown, 
not white, (because of the bleach) paper envelope. The details of the coin 
can easily be written on the envelope and the paper will absorb any moisture 
in the air. These can then be stored in shallow boxes. However the drawback 
with this method is that you can@ see the coins without unwrapping them so 
it is not very aesthetically appealing. 


Most dealers store and display their coins in small 2 
inch square plastic envelopes. Indeed most coins 
that are bought are sold in them. These can then be 
housed in small boxes. They enable the collection to 
be viewed more easily without handling the coins 
all the time but still donG afford the best viewing 
facilities. 


The most popular way to store a collection of any 
size 1s to house it in purpose made albums. As with 
all coin paraphernalia these can be bought from most coin dealers and even 
some high street shops such as stationers. Albums enable coins to be seen to 
their best advantage and have pages with different size pockets on them to 
house all the most common sizes of coins that you are likely to meet. 
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Unfortunately the plastic can cause sweating which as already mentioned 
may cause corrosion. Also it is difficult to keep a large collection well 
organised when continuously adding more coins and _ this will result in pages 
having to be moved all the time. Additional pages can be bought for a small 
price and can be labelled with small white adhesive labels as sold in all 
stationers. 


For the more valuable collection coin trays can be seen for sale. They cost 
around £15 each and hold several dozen coins depending on the size of the 
coins. The coins rest on artificial velvet and holes in the top of the clear lid 
allow the air to circulate freely. The trays only allow one side of the coin to 
be seen but coins in them have the best conditions in which to be stored for a 
long time. For more delicate coins these are expensive but obviously worth 
while. 
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For the serious enthusiast who has a lot of money to invest in their collection 
coin cabinets can be bought either ready made or even custom built to fit in 
with existing furniture. These can cost many hundreds of pounds but again 
are ideal for really valuable collections. 


When buying small collections of proof coins from mints it is common 
practice for them to be sold in small promotional wooden display boxes. 
Occasionally these boxes can be seen offered for sale by local dealers for a 
few pounds each with or without some of the coins. 


When you buy silver coins singly they are usually sold in individual boxes. 
The coins should be kept in these which can then be stored in old 12inch 
record cases but do be careful when carrying them because a full case of 
silver coins is quite heavy and the handle may give way 
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Handling Coins 


Basically coins should never be handled with your fingers but as this is often 
impossible to avoid the best way to prevent damage to the coin is to hold the 
coin with your fingers around the edge and avoid touching the face or 
obverse of the coin altogether. This will minimise the sweat in your fingers 
and fingerprints from corroding the coin. Most people donG@ appreciate just 
how quickly the shine or lustre can be removed from a coin by handling it. 
Obviously this is not as important with coins that have been in circulation 
for some years but even then it will reduce future damage. The best way to 
handle coins is with soft cotton gloves or special tweezers covered with a 
soft plastic. 


Coins taken from circulation will have surface scratches on them from where 
they have rubbed against other coins in peoples pockets but once a coin is in 
your collection this should not be allowed to happen to them again and they 
should never be carried loose. 


Proof coins should never be handled by any means under any circumstances. 
They are invariably sold in plastic phials which should not be opened and 
examined ever. The coin can be seen perfectly well inside its clear plastic 
case and should remain sealed in it. These modern coins have been specially 
minted under ideal conditions and have a highly polished surface which even 
the most delicate touch can scratch and thus destroy the coins value. 
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Disposing Of A Collection 


If the collection does not have any great value and is more of an 
accumulation of coins with no great depth to any of its aspects then the best 
way to sell it might be at a car boot sale or to a dealer. A dealer will be likely 
to make an offer for most collections after a brief examination. Dealers have 
a living to make which they do by breaking up collections and selling them 
to other members of the public. This they can only do profitably if they buy 
more cheaply than they sell at. In other words any one selling a collection to 
a dealer can expect to receive about 1/2 to 2/3 of the retail or catalogue 
price. For gold coins there is generally a smaller mark up and for run of the 
mill coins a greater margin is added. Don@ expect to receive a good price for 
modern silver proofs because dealers are generally awash with them and the 
mint of issue will have already put a healthy mark up on the price they were 
first issued at. 


Specialist auctions are frequently held at different venues around the country 
and some will provide a free valuation service. If the collection has any 
valuable coins in it with a catalogue value in the 100s or even 1,000s of 
pounds then these are best sold individually and may be best sold at auction. 
For a fee, a reserve can be placed on the coins which will prevent them from 
being sold for any less. If they donG reach the reserve price the auction 
house will contact the seller and ask if they want to accept the highest bid 
made. One problem with the smaller auctions is that they may not be well 
attended which will result in poor prices being received for the lots. Another 
drawback is that there will be a % age commission to pay and VAT on top 
of that which will all help to reduce the final amount received for the 
collection. Also settlement will take some weeks and could run into months. 


The best way to maximise the price received for a collection is to sell it 


privately but unless the seller is a member of a coin club of some description 
this may prove to be impractical. 
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Some people decide that the best way of disposing of their collection is to 
turn it into a business. They do that by using their collection as their stock 
and take a stall on one of the coin fairs or collectors fairs that are to be found 
around the country. They never completely sell all their coins as they will 
buy more in from the public in the normal course of trading. If the collector 
is unemployed or they are retired for whatever reason this may prove to be a 
good option. 


However a collection is disposed of it is unlikely to realise a profit unless the 
collection was made some decades earlier. Perhaps the best thing to do with 
a collection of coins is to pass it on to another generation in the family and 
let it become a family heirloom. An even better idea still is to encourage a 
younger member of the family to take up the hobby and continue updating 
and expanding the collection. 
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A Brief Introduction To Collecting Banknotes 


An associated hobby to coin collecting is that of collecting banknotes. It is 
not as popular and there are not as many dealers specialising in the hobby 
but a lot of coin dealers will from time to time offer banknotes for sale. The 
usual auctions, boot sales etc will also offer more scope for collecting. 


Foreign war time issues of notes were often for small sums and have little 
value today but can make an interesting addition to a collection. They can 
often be bought in bundles at boot sales for very modest sums. Furthermore 
a lot of underdeveloped countries issue notes for very small amounts even 
today which can be collected on holiday trips. 


| War Time 
’ Austrian 5 


Schilling Note 


British notes offer more scope than might at first be imagined, because, 
notes are issued by Jersey, Guernsey, Isle Of Man, Southern Ireland, four 
banks issue notes for Northern Ireland (The Bank of Ireland, 1“ Trust Bank, 
Northern Bank and The Ulster Bank) and three banks issue notes for 
Scotland. (Royal Bank Of Scotland, Bank Of Scotland and Clydesdale 


~~ ~+* ~ —~ 


: . . on : 
- : 


A Guernsey 
States note 


with damaged 
corners 


Bank.) In fact the Scottish banks still issue £1 notes. 


Old English 10/- and £1 notes from the fifties and sixties can still be bought 
for one or two pounds each in quite good condition. Older notes have more 
value and even German war time forgeries of white £5 notes can be worth 
£10 or £20. 


As with coin collecting condition is all important and even creases or small 
marks on the notes will detract from their value. Bank clerks are often the 
culprits for writing on or marking notes although strictly speaking defacing a 
banknote is against the law. 


Notes are often seen displayed in pubs behind the bars with the landlord 
pinning up notes from around the world brought back by his regulars from 
their holidays. Small displays are sometimes seen made in picture frames 
with the notes secured behind glass. A better way of storing your collection 
would be to use stamp collecting first day cover albums. 


One more point worth mentioning about banknotes is that English notes, 
however old, are always exchangeable at high street banks for their face 
value. When coins are withdrawn from circulation they usually have no 
exchangeable value at all after a few months of being withdrawn. 


B. 


BS74 186258 ao 


An English One 
Pound Note 


From The Early 
Seventies 
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS 


Bag Marks 

These are small scratches on coins which may otherwise be in mint 
condition. They are caused by the coins rubbing against other coins in the 
mint bags. 


Blanks 
These are coin shaped pieces of metal which have been punched out in 
preparation for the minting process. They are also called flans or planchets. 


Bullion coins. 

These are coins made of gold or silver whose value is closely linked to their 
meltdown value of pure metal. They can be low grade sovereigns, crowns 
etc or they could be purpose minted coins such as Krugerands or Britannias. 
Some of them are traded on the London money markets and their prices are 
quoted daily. 


Cartwheel Pennies/Two Pence 

This is the slang name given to copper pennies and twopences issued in 
1797 and which contained one and two ounces of copper respectively. The 
value of the copper was the value of the coin but their extreme weight made 
them very unpopular and they were only issued for one year. 


Cash 

Coins did not develop in the far east in the same way as the west. In China 
tokens were used which had no intrinsic value unlike the gold and silver 
coins of the western countries. These copper ACashOtokens as they were 
called were used for nearly 2000 years until 1889 when silver coins were 
minted in the European style. These Cash tokens gave rise to the English 
word for money called ACash.O 


Clipped Coins 


These are coins that have had their edges cut back to remove some of the 
metal. (gold or silver) See section on forgeries. 
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Countermark 

At certain points in our history there was a shortage of coins of different 
values so some were stamped after there original issue to alter the value. 
Indeed on occasion foreign coins were used and stamped with a new value. 


Date Fillers 

These are coins of a low grade bought just for the purpose of obtaining 
usually hard to get dates which in better condition would be prohibitively 
expensive to buy. 


Decimalization 

This involves utilizing coinage which has 100 units. All countries of the 
world have now adopted monetry units of 100. Russia was the first in1534 
and Britain went decimal in 1971. (See NA brief history of coins.0) 


Demonetisation 
This occurs when a coin ceases to be legal tender and is officially withdrawn 
by an act of parliament such as happened with the pre-decimal coins. 


Edge Inscription 
This was introduced originally to prevent the valuable coins from being 
clipped. It was only reintroduced with the issue of the pound coin. 


Ghost 
This has occurred in the past when the faint image of one side of the coin is 
apparent on the other due to poor minting methods. 


Gold Standard 

Until 1931 Britain, like many other countries backed all its coins and notes 
with an equal value of gold bullion held at the Bank of England. The 
statement on all notes that says I promise to pay the bearer the sum of £1 
refers to the value in gold. This standard value was called the gold standard. 
In recent years the Bank of England has sold a lot of its gold reserves and 
now British currency is simply backed by its trading position with other 
countries hence our currency values against foreign currencies fluctuates on 
a daily basis. 
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Gothic Crown 
This refers to a period in Victoria reign from 1847 to 1853 when the 
inscriptions on the crown pieces were in Gothic script. 


Hammered Coins 

This refers to early coins made by striking the blank with a hammer to 
impress the design as against using a press in more modern times. It 
produced a fairly crude image which was easy to imitate and forge. This lead 
to screw presses being introduced in the 15" century. 


Milling 

This refers to the process of making the coin and also refers to the edge of 
the coin which has fine lines etched vertically into the edge of the coin. After 
1656 the coins produced were termed AThe milled SeriesO and coins were 
mass produced using machinery, but, at first they had an edge inscription 
which could be copied. Later as an added deterrent against fraud milling was 
introduced on all silver coins. 


Maundy Money 

This is money that is given to the poor in an old religious ceremony which 
has its roots in the time of Christ 2000 years ago. ( See section on Maundy 
Money) 


Mint/ Money 

The Latin for mint is AMMonetao which is the surname of the Roman goddess 
Juno, whose temple in Rome was used for making coins for the Roman 
Empire. 


Mint Marks 

Most mints around the world make a mint mark on their coins 
to show their origin. This is a little like a hallmark on 
silverware as it is usually a letter or small symbol. Britain 
never used mintmarks on its coins until the pound coin was 
introduced and then, cross crosslets for Llantrissant church, 
were added to the edge inscription. 
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Mule 

This rarely occurs but the term is applied to coins which have incorrectly 
been pressed to produce the wrong combination of fHead and Tail.O The 
mix up sometimes happens where a mint strikes the coinage of several 
countries. 


Numismatist 
This is the name given to coin collectors. The word Numismatic is from the 
Greek ANomisma0 meaning coin. 


Piedfort 

This is a French word which refers to a coin thicker than usual. In 1983 the 
Royal Mint started to strike piedfort silver proof one pound coins for special 
collectors. 


Proof coins 

Proof coins are minted to a much higher standard than ordinary coins and are 
minted using specially prepared dies. The blank coins are highly polished 
and are struck several times with the dies to give a much sharper image on 
the coin. The finished coin is usually sealed in a plastic capsule for 
protection and should never be handled. 


Reverse and Obverse 

The reverse side of a coin usually bears the kings or queens head and so is 
commonly called the head side. The obverse or tail side usually has a 
varying design according to the denomination. 


Spade Guineas 
This is the term given to guineas issued during the reign of George the Third 
because the reverse design was in the shape of a spade. 


Sterling 

In the 8" century it was decreed that 240 Sterlings, which were the coin of 
the day, were to weigh | pound. This Pound of Sterlings became shortened 
to a pound sterling which we still talk of today and the sterling became the 
penny hence 240 pennies made a pound. 
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The silver used to make the sterlings was of a particular fineness and came 
to be known as sterling silver. The £1 of coins were convertible into an ingot 
of silver until 1817 when the British government substituted a gold coin 
weighing 7.32 grams. 


Taler 

This is an Austrian silver bullion coin issued to commemorate the death of 
the Empress of the time and always bears the date of her death in 1780 
regardless of the year it was minted. 


Toning. 

This is a natural aging process, especially on silver and copper coins and 
should not be considered detrimental to their value. The coins should not be 
cleaned to remove the discoloration. 


Trade Coins 

This term is applied to coins issued primarily for trading outside the country 
of origin and are nearly always made of silver or gold. Britain has issued 
trade Dollars. Gold and silver coins are still used in trade in the Middle East 
where they are weighed to calculate their value. 


White Gold 


This is an alternative term for Electrum which is a mixture of silver and gold 
that the earliest coins were made from. 
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Coinage Of The World 


COUNTRY/TERRITORY 


A 
Afghanistan 
Albania 
Algeria 


American Samoa 
Andorra 


Angola 


Anguilla 


Antigua an Barbuda 


Argentina 
Armenia 

Aruba 
Ascension Island 
Australia 


Norfolk Island 
Austria 


Azerbaijan 


B 
The Bahamas 


MONETARY UNIT 


Afghani (Af) of 100 puls 

Lek (Lk) of 100 gindarka 
Algerian dinar (DA) of 100 
centimes 

Currency is that of the USA 
French and Spanish currencies 
in use 

Readjusted kwanza (Kzrl) of 
100 lwei 

East Caribbean dollar (EC$) of 
100 

cents 

East Caribbean dollar (EC$) of 
100 cents 

Peso of 10,000 australes 
Dram of 100 louma 

Aruban florin 

Currency is that of St Helena 
Australian dollar ($A) of 100 
cents 

Currency is that of Australia 
Schilling of 100 Groschen. 
Now Euro 

Manat of 100 gopik 


Bahamian dollar (B$) of 100 
cents 
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Bahrain 


Bangladesh 
Barbados 


Belarus 
Belgium 


Belize 


Benin 
Bermuda 
Bhutan 


Bolivia 
Bosnia-Hercegovina 
Botswana 

Brazil 

Brunei 


Bulgaria 
Burkina Faso 
Burundi 


C 
Cambodia 
Cameroon 
Canada 


Cape Verde 


Cayman Islands 


Central African Republic 


Chad 
Chile 


Bahraini dinar (BD) of 1,000 
fils 

Taka (Tk) of 100 poisha 
Barbados dollar (BD$) of 100 
cents 

Rouble of 100 kopeks 
Belgian franc (or frank) of 100 
centimes (centiemen) Now 
Euro 

Belize dollar (BZ$) of 100 
cents 

Franc CFA 

Bermuda dollar of 100 cents 
Ngultrum of 100 chetrum 
(Indian currency is also legal 
tender) 

Boliviano ($b) of 100 centavos 
Convertible marka 

Pula (P) of 100 thebe 

Real of 100 centavos 

Brunei dollar (B$) of 100 sen 
(fully interchangeable with 
Singapor currency) 

Lev of 100 stotinki 

Franc CFA 

Burundi franc of 100 centimes 


Riel of 100 sen 

Franc CFA 

Canadian dollar (C$) of 100 
cents 

Escudo Caboverdiano of 100 
centavos 

Cayman Islands dollar (CI$) of 
100 

cents 

Franc CFA 

Franc CFA 

Chilean peso of 100 centavos 
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China 
Hong Kong 
Colombia 
Comoros 


Congo, Dem. Rep. of 
Congo, Rep. of 
Costa Rica 


Cote d'Ivoire 
Croatia 
Cuba 

Cyprus 


Czech Republic 


D 

Denmark 
Faroe Islands 
Djibouti 
Dominica 


Dominican Republic 


E 
Ecuador 


Egypt 


Equatorial Guinea 


Renminbi Yuan of 10 jiao or 
100 fen 

Hong Kong dollar (HK$) of 
100 cents 

Colombian peso of 100 
centavos 

Comorian franc (KMF) of 100 
centimes 

Congolese franc 

Franc CFA 

Costa Rican col6én (# ) of 100 
céntimos 

Franc CFA 

Kuna of 100 lipas 

Cuban peso of 100 centavos 
Cyprus pound (C£) of 100 
cents 

Koruna (Kes) of 100 haléru 


Danish krone of 100 gre 
Currency is that of Denmark 
Djibouti franc of 100 centimes 


East Caribbean dollar (EC$) of 


100 cents 

Dominican Republic peso 
(RD$) of 100 

centavos 


Sucre of 100 centavos 
Egyptian pound (£E) of 100 
piastres or 1,000 milli¢mes 
Franc CFA 
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Eritrea 
Estonia 
Ethiopia 


F 


Falkland Islands 


Fiji 
Finland 


France 


French Guiana 


French Polynesia 


G 

Gabon 
Gambia 
Georgia 
Germany 


Ghana 
Gibraltar 
Greece 


Greenland 
Grenada 


Guadeloupe 
Guam 
Guatemala 
Guinea 
Guinea-Bissau 
Guyana 


Nakfa 

Kroon of 100 sents 
Ethiopian birr (EB) of 100 
cents 


Falkland pound of 100 pence 
Fiji dollar (F$) of 100 cents 
Markka (Mk) of 100 pennia. 
Now Euro 

Franc of 100 centimes. Now 
Euro 

Currency is that of France 
Franc CFP 


Franc CFA 

Dalasi (D) of 100 butut 

Lari of 100 tetri 

Deutsche Mark (DM) of 100 
Pfennig Now Euro 

Cedi of 100 pesewas 
Gibraltar pound of 100 pence 
Drachma of 100 leptae. Now 
Euro 

Currency is that of Denmark 
East Caribbean dollar (EC$) of 
100 cents 

Currency is that of France 
Currency is that of USA 
Quetzal (Q) of 100 centavos 
Guinea franc of 100 centimes 
Franc CFA 

Guyana dollar (G$) of 100 
cents 
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H 

Haiti 
Honduras 
Hungary 


I 
Iceland 


India 

Indonesia 

Iran 

Iraq 

Ireland, Rep. of 


Israel 
Italy 


J 
Jamaica 


Japan 
Jordan 


K 
Kazakhstan 
Kenya 
Kiribati 


Korea, North 
Korea, South 
Kuwait 


Kyrgyzstan 


Gourde of 100 centimes 
Lempira of 100 centavos 
Forint of 100 fillér 


Icelandic kréna (Kr) of 100 
aurar 

Indian rupee (Rs) of 100 paisa 
Rupiah (Rp) of 100 sen 

Rial 

Iraqi dinar (ID) of 1,000 fils 
Punt (IR£) of 100 pence. Now 
Euro 

Shekel of 100 agora 

Lira of 100 centesimi. Now 
Euro 


Jamaican dollar (J$) of 100 
cents 

Yen of 100 sen 

Jordanian dinar (JD) of 1,000 
fils 


Tenge 

Kenya shilling (Ksh) of 100 
cents 

Australian dollar ($A) of 100 
cents 

Won of 100 chon 

Won of 100 jeon 

Kuwaiti dinar (KD) of 1,000 
fils 

Som 
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i 

Laos 
Latvia 
Lebanon 


Lesotho 
Liberia 


Libya 
Liechtenstein 


Lithuania 
Luxembourg 


M 

Macao 

Macedonia (Former Yugoslav 
Republic of) 

Madagascar 


Malawi 
Malaysia 


Maldives 
Mali 
Malta 


Marshall Islands 
Martinique 
Mauritania 
Mauritius 
Mayotte 

Mexico 


Kip (K) of 100 at 

Lats of 100 santimes 
Lebanese pound (L£) of 100 
piastres 

Loti (M) of 100 lisente 
Liberian dollar (L$) of 100 
cents 

Libyan dinar (LD) of 1,000 
dirhams 

Swiss franc of 100 rappen (or 
centimes) 

Litas 

Luxembourg franc (LF) of 100 
centimes (Belgian currency is 
also legal tender) Now Euro 


Pataca of 100 avos 


Dinar of 100 paras 

Franc malgache (FMG) of 100 
centimes 

Kwacha (K) of 100 tambala 
Malaysian dollar (ringgit) (M$) 
of 100 sen 

Rufiyaa of 100 laaris 

Franc CFA 

Maltese lira (LM) of 100 cents 
or 1,000 mils 

Currency is that of USA 
Currency is that of France 
Ouguiya (UM) of 5 khoums 
Mauritius rupee of 100 cents 
Currency is that of France 
Peso of 100 centavos 
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Federated States of Micronesia Currency is that of USA 


Moldova 
Monaco 
Mongolia 
Montserrat 


Morocco 
Mozambique 
Myanmar 


N 
Namibia 
Nauru 


Nepal 
The Netherlands 


Netherlands Antilles 


New Caledonia 
New Zealand 


Niue 
Nicaragua 
Niger 
Nigeria 


Norway 


O 
Oman 


P 
Pakistan 
Palau 


Northern Mariana Islands 


Leu 

French franc of 100 centimes 
Tugrik of 100 méngé 

East Caribbean dollar (EC$) of 
100 cents 

Dirham (DH) of 100 centimes 
Metical (MT) of 100 centavos 
Kyat (K) of 100 pyas 


Namibian dollar of 100 cents 
Australian dollar ($A) of 100 
cents 

Nepalese rupee of 100 paisa 
Gulden (guilder) or florin of 
100 cents 

Now the EURO 

Netherlands Antilles guilder of 
100 cents 

Franc CFP 

New Zealand dollar (NZ$) of 
100 cents 

Cook Islands 

Tokelau 

Cordoba (C$) of 100 centavos 
Franc CFA 

Naira (N) of 100 kobo 
Currency is that of USA 
Krone of 100 gre 


Rial Omani (OR) of 1,000 
baiza 


Pakistan rupee of 100 paisa 
Currency is that of the USA 
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Panama 


Papua New Guinea 
Paraguay 

Peru 

Philippines 


Pitcairn Islands 


Poland 
Portugal 


Puerto Rico 


Q,R 
Qatar 
Réunion 
Romania 
Russia 
Rwanda 


S 
St Christopher and Nevis 


St Helena 
St Lucia 


St Pierre and Miquelon 
St Vincent and the Grenadines 


El Salvador 
Samoa 
San Marino 


currencies are in 


Sao Tomé and Principe 
Saudi Arabia 


Balboa of 100 centésimos (US 
notes are 

also in circulation) 

Kina (K) of 100 toea 

Guarani (Gs) of 100 céntimos 
New Sol of 100 cénts 
Philippine peso (P) of 100 
centavos 

Currency is that of New 
Zealand 

Zloty of 100 groszy 

Escudo (Esc) of 100 centavos 
Now the EURO 

Currency is that of USA 


Qatar riyal of 100 dirhams 
Currency is that of France 
Leu (Lei) of 100 bani 

New Rouble of 100 kopeks 
Rwanda franc of 100 centimes 


East Caribbean dollar (EC$) of 
100 cents 

St Helena pound (£) of 100 
pence 

East Caribbean dollar (EC$) of 
100 cents 

Currency is that of France 

East Caribbean dollar (EC$) of 
100 cents 

E] Salvador col6n (# ) of 100 
centavos 

Tala (S$) of 100 sene 

San Marino and Italian 


circulation 


Dobra of 100 centavos 
Saudi riyal (SR) of 20 qursh or 
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Senegal 


Seychelles 
Sierra Leone 
Singapore 


Slovakia 
Slovenia 
Solomon Islands 


Somalia 
South Africa 
Spain 


Sri Lanka 
Sudan 


Suriname 
Swaziland 


Sweden 
Switzerland 


Syria 


T 
Taiwan 


Tajikistan 

Tanzania 

Thailand 

Togo 

Tonga 

Trinidad and Tobago 


Tristan da Cunha 
Tunisia 


100 halala 
Franc CFA 


Seychelles rupee of 100 cents 
Leone (Le) of 100 cents 
Singapore dollar (S$) of 100 
cents 

Koruna (Sk) of 100 haliers 
Tolar (SIT) of 100 stotin 
Solomon Islands dollar (SI$) of 
100 cents 

Somali shilling of 100 cents 
Rand (R) of 100 cents 

Peseta of 100 céntimos. Now 
the EURO 

Sri Lanka rupee of 100 cents 
Sudanese dinar (SD) of 10 
pounds 

Suriname guilder of 100 cents 
Lilangeni (E) of 100 cents 
(South African currency is also 
in circulation) 

Swedish krona of 100 Gre 
Swiss franc of 100 rappen (or 
centimes) 

Syrian pound (S$) of 100 
piastres 


New Taiwan dollar (NT$) of 
100 cents 

Tajik rouble (TJR) of 100 tanga 
Tanzanian shilling of 100 cents 
Baht of 100 satang 

Franc CFA 

Pa'anga (T$) of 100 seniti 
Trinidad and Tobago dollar 
(TT$) of 100 cents 

Currency is that of the UK 
Tunisian dinar of 1,000 
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Turkey 

Turkmenistan 

Turks and Caicos Islands 
Tuvalu 


United Arab Emirates 
United Kingdom 

United States of America 
Uruguay 


Uzbekistan 


Vv 
Vanuatu 

Vatican City State 
Venezuela 

Vietnam 

Virgin Islands, British 


Virgin Islands, US 


W.VY,Z 

Wallis and Futuna Islands 
Yemen 

Yugoslavia 

Zambia 

Zimbabwe 

cents 


millimes 

Turkish lira (TL) of 100 kurus 
Manat of 100 tenesi 

US dollar (US$) 

Australian dollar ($A) of 100 
cents 


Uganda shilling of 100 cents 
Hryvna of 100 kopiykas 

UAE dirham of 100 fils 

Pound sterling (£) of 100 pence 
US dollar (US$) of 100 cents 
Uruguayan peso of 100 
centésimos 

Sum 


Vatu of 100 centimes 

Italian currency is legal tender 
Bolivar (Bs) of 100 céntimos 
Dong of 10 hao of 100 xu 

US dollar (US$) (£ sterling and 
EC$ also circulate) 

Currency is that of the USA 


Franc CFP 

Riyal of 100 fils 

New dinar of 100 paras 
Kwacha (K) of 100 ngwee 
Zimbabwe dollar (Z$) of 100 
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Identifying Countries Of The World In Their Own 
Language (Also By Currency) 


Although nowadays most countries use the English language to identify the 


origins of a coin (sometimes as well as their own) there are still a great many 


who choose to put their own countries name on their coins in their own 
language. Some donG even put their countries name on at all such as Britain 
whose coins can readily be identified by the rulers portrait. Other coins can 
easily be allocated to a country by their currency denomination. There 
follows a list of most of the more identifiable countries and some currencies. 


APAXMAI 
AUHAP / DINAR 
ITEBA (Currency) 


AFRIQUE 
EQUATORIALE 


ALGERIE 


BELGIE 
BELGIQUE 


BRASIL 


BRITISH HONDURAS 


Greece 
Jugoslavia 


Bulgaria 


Central African States 


Algeria 


Belgium 
Brazil 


Belize 
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CCP 


CESKA / 
CESKOSLOVENSKA 


CTOTIMIMKI/I 


DANMARK 


DEUTSCHES REICH / 


DEUTSCHLAND 
EEST VABARIK 
EIRE 

ESPANA 
FRANCAISE 


FRANCAISE DES 
SOMALIS 


FUN / CHON / WON 
(Currency) 


GABONAISE 
HELVETICA 
ISLAND 


ITALIA 


Russia 


Ckeckoslavakia 
Builgaria 


Denmark 


Germany 
Estonia 
Eireland 
Spain 


France 


Somaliland 


Korea 


Gabon 
Switzerland 
Iceland 


Italy 
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LATVITAS 


LEK / LEKU / QUINDAR 


LETZEBUERG 


LIBAN 


LIETUVA 


MAGYAR 


MAKEAOHI/IJA 


MAROC 


MEXICANOS 


MILLIEMES(Currency) 


NEDERLANDEN 


NORGE 


NOVELLE CALEDONIE 


OSTEREICH 
PHILIPNAS 
PIASTRE (Currency) 


POLSKAR 


Latvia 

Albania 
Luxembourg 
Lebanon 
Lithuania 
Hungary 
Macedonia 
Marocco 
Mexico 
Lebanon 
Holland (Netherlands) 
Norway 

New Caledonia 
Austria 
Philipines 
Syria 


Poland 
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PORTUGUESA 
SUOMEN TASAVALTA 
SVERIGE 

TCHAD 

TUPOU (King) 
TURKIYE 

VATICANO 


ZU3UVSUL 


Portugal 
Finland 
Sweden 
Chad 

Tonga 
Turkey 
Vatican City 


Armenia 
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Identifying The Country Of Origin Of A Coin By Pictures 


Some coins can easily have their country of origin identified by pictures or 
symbols that are incorporated in the design of the coin. British coins for 
example always depict the current king or queens head on one side. Most 
Japanese coins show a stylised picture of a flower. Chinese coins usually 
depict a design containing a symbol of industrialisation but for a number of 
years showed the following design. 


An Early Chinese 
@ash6Coin Which 
Had A Hole In The 
Design used Centre And 


commonly Symbols On The 

from 1980- White Part. Very 

1991 Similar To 
SomeJapanese and 
Mongolian Coins. 


This symbol appears 
on the coins of many 
Islamic countries 

such as Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, Turkey and 


Egypt. 


This symbol in 
conjunction with 
the previous 
appears on most 
coins of 


Afghanistan 
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Coins From This design 
Greenland appears on 
Have A Polar the coins 

Bear On from Oman 


Them. 


This emblem is 
usually 
incorporated on 
coins from 
Saudi Arabia 


A Design 
Popular On 
Coins 
From 
Burma 


Some Coins 

From Bulgaria 

Have This This 

Design On Design Is 

Them Featured 
On Many 
Coins 

A Popular From 

Russian Israel. 

Design For 

Their Coins. 


The Japanese Symbol And A 


Popular Coin Design. 
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A Design 
Often Found 
On Coins Of 
The 
Maldives 


A 
North 
Korean 
Design 


One 
Design 
For 
Coins 
Of 


Tunisia. 


The United 
Arab 
Emirates 
Include 
Egypt And 
Syria. 


The Famous 
Tree Of 
Lebanon Often 
Depicted On 
Their Coins. 


Coins Of 
Morrocco 
Often Feature 
This Double 
Star Design. 


This Lion Design 
Is Often On The 
Coins Of Persia 
Or As We Now 
Know It , Iran. 


This Stylized 
Lion Is Found 
On Coins Of Sri 
Lanka. 
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Egyption coins show 
their king wearing a 
traditional fez type 
hat or else show the 
pyramids 


These Symbols Are To Be Found On 
Coins From Thailand. 


This coat of arms is also to 


Al be found on some coins of 
¥ Motrrocco 
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